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Week Ending Friday, December 24, 1982 


Economic Recovery and Defense 


Radio Addr ss fo the 
December 18, 1982 


Nation 


My feliow Americans: 

For many of us, this holiday season is the 
most special time of the year—a time when 
faith, joy, and love lift our spirits and bring 
new meaning to our lives. It’s a time when 
we can look into the heart of America and 
know that her heart is good. And this year, 
especially this year, it’s a time when we can 
look to our future with hope—1983 
will be a better year 

Together, we’ve launched a great nation 
al effort to correct the dangerous, neglected 
problems that were leading our country 
toward disaster. The job hasn't been easy; 
it’s been a long, tough haul. And let’s not 
kid ourselves, we have much more to do 
before we can truly say America is 
again. 


new 


well 


For too many of us, economic recovery is 
still a faceless stranger in some cold, distant 
future, not a warm friend who’s come to 
grace our family hearth. But despite our 
frustrations, let’s not lose sight of the essen 
tial: America is on the mend. To move for 
ward again we had to get rid of what was 
holding us  back—runaway spending 
double-digit inflation, record interest rates, 
a tax burden soaring out of sight, and an 
alarming erosion of our national defense, 
which jeopardized our security and under 
mined our leadership abroad. Progress is 
always slower than we'd like, but there’s no 
doubt we’re making headway on each of 
these deep-rooted problems. 

Looking to the future, I see an America 
that will help to lead the world out of its 
longest, deepest recession in postwar histo- 
ry. Nineteen eighty-three will witness a 
higher level of economic activity and lower 
unemployment. This view is held not only 
by my economic advisers, but by the vast 
majority of private forecasters across the 
country, and the forecasts are being borne 


out by the facts and figures. Momentum for 
recovery is not weakening but building. 
Sharp declines in inflation, interest rates, 
and the first reductions in personal income 
tax rates have given consumers more 
money to spend, more incentives to save, 
and more confidence to do both. Workers 
real hourly earnings have registered their 
first year-to-year improvement since 1978 

One of the most encouraging signs we're 
seeing is the strong recovery in a bedrock 
American industry—housing. More homes 
built will mean new demand for big-ticket 
items like appliances, 
been lagging 


have 
Auto and retail sales are also 
picking up, and business start-ups are near a 
record. All this will stimulate demand for 
labor, and that means jobs. I think it’s en- 
couraging that the help wanted advertising 
October, the most recent month 
ivailable, rose 4.1 percent after falling for 
the previous 10 months. Equally encourag- 
ing, initial claims for unemployment insur- 
ance have begun to trend lower 


whose sales 


index in 


Now, let me say a word about another 
long-ignored problem we've begun to cor- 
rect—the decline of our nation’s defenses 
The day I took office, almost 2 years ago, 
our Armed Forces were in a dismal state of 
Shortages of skilled manpower, 
faulty equipment, lack of spare parts, insuf- 
ficient fuel and ammunition for proper 
training—all had left the United States ex- 
posed and vulnerable 


readiness 


Let us always remember we have no 
higher responsibility than safeguarding the 
security and freedom of our country. 

One of my first priorities was to restore 
the readiness of our Armed Forces. We've 
begun to pay our soldiers a decent wage for 
the risks they take, and that incentive is 
bearing fruit. Reenlistment is up significant- 
ly, and the educational caliber of enlistees is 
improving, too. 

But we’re not just giving our men and 
women in uniform the better pay they de- 
serve, we’re also providing them the train- 
ing and equipment they weren't getting 
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before. We have increased pilot flying time, 
extended basic training, and _ restocked 
spare parts inventories. 

By providing adequate compensation for 
our soldiers, by giving them the tools they 
need to do their jobs, we’re restoring digni- 
ty, honor, and pride to the uniform of the 
United States of America. And, by strength- 
ening the credibility of our Armed Forces, 
we increase the probability of reaching a 
satisfactory arms control agreement with 
the Soviet Union. 

A stronger defense is an investment in 
peace. It helps ensure that our sons and 
daughters will not have to pay the price 
that so many before them had to. 

Two years ago, there was growing doubt 
about America’s determination to protect 
its vital interests and fulfill its obligations as 
a trustee of freedom, democracy, and 
peace. Well, I don’t think anyone harbors 
such illusions anymore. With our friends in 
the Americas, Europe, Africa, and Asia, 
we're working in a spirit of partnership to 
stimulate economic progress and to build a 
more peaceful world. 

The United States will redouble its efforts 
to restore sovereignty to Lebanon and to 
renew negotiations for an end to turnoil 
and bloodshed in the Middle East. And 
we'll strive to strengthen world peace 
through intensive negotiations with the 
Soviet Union. I want the Russian people to 
know the United States is committed to ne- 
gotiate significant reductions in existing 
levels of weapons and to foster a more 
stable relationship between our two nations. 

In this season when people all over the 
world celebrate the birth of Jesus, the one 
we call the Prince of Peace, let us rededi- 
cate ourselves to this sacred mission. 

Our country may face enormous chal- 
lenges, but the great advantage of our de- 
mocracy is that we do not act from fear or 
simply respond to threats. We Americans 
have never been pessimists. We conquer 
fear with faith, and we overwhelm threats 
and hardship with courage, work, opportu- 
nity, and freedom. 

We're a nation built and sustained by 
hope. And for all of us in America’s this is a 
time for new hope. 

Till next week, thanks for listening, and 
God bless you. 
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Note: The President spoke at 12:06 p.m. 
from the Oval Office at the White House. 
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Remarks in an Interview With Independent 
Radio Network Correspondents. 
December 18, 1982 





Moderator. Good afternoon, and wel- 
come to “A Conversation with President 
Reagan.” 

This program is a combined radio presen- 
tation of Associated Press Radio, Mutual 
News, National Public Radio, RKO Radio 
Networks, Sheridan Broadcasting Network, 
and United Press International. 

Mr. President, thank you for allowing us 
to join you today. 

The President. Well, thank you for the 
pleasure and the opportunity. 

Moderator. Participants in today’s pro- 
gram are Frank Sesno of Associated Press, 
Bill Groody of Mutual News, Ted Clark of 
National Public Radio, Joe Ewalt of RKO 
Radio Networks, and Bob Ellison of Sheri- 
dan Broadcasting Network, and Gene Gib- 
bons of United Press International. 

We'll begin our questioning with Frank 
Sesno of AP Radio. 


Continuing Resolution 


Q. Mr. President, with the lameduck 
Congress in rather noisy session, our gaze 
inevitably falls on Capitol Hill. Technically, 
many Government agencies are out of cash 
today because there’s still no stopgap fund- 
ing authority. Now, you’ve threatened to 
veto the so-called continuing resolution if it 
contains what you've called “pork barrel 
jobs bills.” 

The fact of the matter is the Senate has 
voted $1.2 billion to that aim, the House 
[$]5.4 billion. The estimate is you'll get a 
compromise that contains somewhere in the 
area of about $2 billion. Isn’t that the 
bottom line that you’re going to be able to 
accept? In light of the trouble you’ve had 
with this lameduck session, are you going to 
take Senator Hatfield’s suggestion and take 
the $2 billion and run, or are you going to 
stand and fight? 
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The President. Well, obviously, I have to 
wait and see what comes down to me and 
what’s in front of me before I actually say 
veto or the other way. But I have to tell 
you this: I cannot sign that bill, I will have 
to veto, if it contains these various amounts 
that have been suggested because, in truth, 
these aren’t job-creating bills. 

The [$]5.4 [billion], for example, that was 
introduced in the House—I think that a 


great many Congressmen—in fact some of 


them openly admitted—were calling it a 
free vote in which they could apparently 
vote for a job bill, knowing that I would 
veto it and that they wouldn’t have to live 
with it. 

Actually, that [$]5.4 [billion] is not a job- 
creating bill. It is a “pork barrel” and filled 
with all sorts of projects, many of which 
wouldn’t create employment at all, and 
many of which wouldn’t create employ- 
ment—well, one in particular, wouldn't 
even be effective until 1985. That’s not 
going to help the unemployed today. But 
also, many of those would—whatever work 
they would create would be at a tremen- 
dous cost. 

For example, in the Bureau of Reclama- 
tion project has been included in there—it 
would cost $49,000 for every job that would 
be created. In the General Services Admin- 
istration element that’s in there—that 
would be $25,000 per job. And, as I say, 
there’s another one, a billion-dollar program 
that wouldn’t begin until 1985. 

So, I just think the answer to recovery has 
to be—or to unemployment, I should say, is 
recovery. And anything that adds to the 
deficit and delays economic recovery is 
going to set us back far more than any tem- 
porary job. 

The military bill—the Pentagon asked for 
less than half of the amount that they’ve 
added in this bill in the House for military 


residence construction. So, there’s half of 


that that wouldn’t even be spent. 

Q. Well, now, you seem to have made up 
your mind already. You say if those figures 
that I mentioned are the figures that actual- 
ly reach your desk, you would have to veto. 
What is there to study then? 

The President. Well, the thing is if it con- 
tains the things that are originally there; if, 
on the other hand, they come down with 
some addition to this that is in another area 


that you look at and say, “Well, there is a 
value to this, and while I would prefer that 
we not increase the budgeting,” I would 
have to look and see, does the value offset 
the risk of adding this to the deficit? 

But when I was talking here, I was talk- 
ing of the things that we presently know 
are there. You know, if an orange and an 
apple went into the conference committee, 
it might come out a pear. 


MX Missile 


Q. Mr. President, the continuing resolu- 
tion will probably also contain the MX 
proposal, and you've just appointed a com- 
mission to look into the basing options for 
MX. I was wondering, given the complexity 
of that task, is it scalistic to expect them to 
report by March Ist, or could that date 
somehow be slipped? 

The President. 1 think it is, because of all 
the study and research that has gone into 
this before. This whole thing came about— 
we asked originally for money to begin the 
process of building the MX. We don’t even 
have an assembly line for building missiles. 
That was done away with—the previous ad- 
ministration. And we asked for the right to 
put them—the first ones off the line—into 
Minuteman while we continued to 
study a basing plan. The Congress denied us 
the right to do this, the ability to do it, and 
so we continued study. And the dense pack 
basing mode—and it may still turn out to be 
the one that has the least warts—there’s 
something wrong with every system. But | 
was required to come up by December Ist, 
having selected a basing mode, and this was 
the best one that we had on hand. 


silos, 


So, there was no opportunity to consult 
with them or for them to have access to all 
the study and the research that had gone 
on. We hope, now, in these few months, 
that we can present everything. And if 
some of our scientists come up with a new 
and improved mode, why we'll take a good 
look at that one. 

Q. Are you willing to accept whatever 
the commission comes up with? 

The President. Well, it would depend on 
whether there was other agreement with 
the commission, too. And by that, I mean 
the expertise of our own military people 
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who are going to have to use these weapons 
if they're ever used 

And let me add here, lest there’s misun- 
derstanding of that line, the real purpose of 
those missiles is to never be used. We're 
trying to create a deterrent that will pre- 
vent there ever being a need for them or a 
wan 


U.S. Armed Forces 


Q. Mr. President, I'd like to follow up on 
Bill question You have 
spoken about a window of vulnerability, 
said that the United States, in 
terms of defenses, is inferior to the Soviet 
Union in many areas. My question is, look 
ing at US overall, would 
trade American forces for Soviet forces? 

The President. Obviously, the 
would be, as it’s for many military 
because of faith in America 
young men and women of Amer- 
ica who are in our Armed Forces. But I still 

iy that to continue as we had been 
previous decade and the last several 
lea those fine young and 

with tools incapable of doing the 
yndangering their lives by lack of train- 
in because the fuel 
fly air- 
should—on 
into office 
Ai 


Groody’s here 


and you've 


defenses you 
answer 
been 
men no 
ind in tl 


my 


ng men 
women 
JOD 
denied 


we were 


through budgetary restrictions to 
they 


when we came 


planes often as any 
given 
only half airplanes in our 
ould be flown because of lack of 
parts. Only half the ships could leave 
harbor for lack not only of spare parts, but 


of a complete crew 


here, 


the Force 


spare 


So, what we're do is 
’ 


ina 


trying to make 
we have made remarkable prog- 
There is an esprit de corps in our mili- 
tary today and a pride in the uniform that I 
think would bring a glow Ameri- 
can’s heart if they as aware of it as I, 
of necessity 

And s 
ne 


sure— 


ress 


to every 
were 
am 

the answer would be no, in that 
But if you asked me is there still a 
of vulnerability, do they have a su- 
in firepower and so forth, the 
answer is an unqualified yes. You can’t help 
but look at the NATO line with more than 
300 triple warhead intermediate- 


wa) 
window 
periorits 


missiles, 
range 
the 
we 


» aimed at the targets of all of Europe, 
Middle East, and northern Africa, and 


have none in that theater—is a valid 


comparison 
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Submarines 


Q. But, Mr. President, we also have sub- 
marine missiles in the area which 
serve an intermediate missile function 

The President. And they have submarines 
and submarine missiles. And a part of the 
threat is not only what’s on hand, it is that 
at the moment their rate of increase in 
their weapons compared to ours. In the last 
15 years, I think, they added some 60 sub- 
marines, nuclear while 
were adding none 

Q. Just one last followup question. We are 
adding the Trident submarine, though, are 
we not at this point? 

The President. Yes. And they're adding 
one that’s bigger and carries more missiles. 


MX Missile 


Q. Mr. President, what if this commission 
that you’re going to appoint comes back to 
you and says, “The MX may not be such a 
good idea after all. Let’s have a modifica- 
tion of the Trident or some other variation 
on the missile.” Would you be willing to 
accept that kind of recommendation? 

The President. Well, we'd certainly look 
at it. It would be difficult for me to think 
that we could, knowing the length of time 
that it takes to get something researched, 
tested fully, and then into operation. Even 
with this MX and with all of the work that’s 
been done so far, that system won't begin 
to be installed until 1986, 
ational 


would 


submarines, we 


won't be oper- 

Q. So for logistical reasons, you would be 
inclined to stand firm on the MX as a 
systemr 

The President. Yes. Let me _ just 
though, lest you think I have a closed mind, 
if a miracle happened and someone came 
along with something that could be imple- 
mented better and sooner, obviously 
choose that. 


Say, 


we'd 


Affirmative Action Measures 


Q. Mr. President, I'd like to move to a 
different area. In Boston, during the period 
of budget cutting, the First U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals ruled that white police 
officers and firefighters be laid off rather 
than blacks and Hispanics with less senior- 
ity. This was done to preserve—or to main- 


tain minority percentages. Why did your 
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administration ask the Supreme Court to 
strike down the lower court’s order? 

The President. We did _ it 
number one, in the law itself, it says that 
hiring or firing cannot be on a basis of race; 
and secondly, that the 
no authority to come in 
overthrowing seniority 

There is a third reason. I’m old enough to 
remember when quota systems and so forth 
were used not to end 
actually to legitimize it. And the precedent 
that would be set if this policy, 
embodied in the law and all, of seniority, in 
layoffs, is used in this instance admittedly to 
try to keep a better balance, which we're 
all in favor of in public employment in that 
area, but if that precedent is set, that se 
niority is meaningless that purpose, 
someday you could find an administration 
that wants to turn it around and use it to go 
back to what hopefully have gotten rid 
of in this country, 
munorities 

Q. Well, ther: 


have been other 


because, 


Federal courts have 


with regard to 


discrimination but 


vhich is 


and 


a discrimination against 


there could 


yuld be o1 
options Let’s say, for « 
ample, 


system, 


some sort of proportional layoff 
which I understand the U.S. Civil 
Rights Commission had recommended. But 
why shouldn’t affirmati 
view this voluntary entry—your administi 
tion’s voluntary entry into ase—as an 
attack on affirmative acti 

The President. Well 
will, because an image has been created 
me, I know, that I do not support these 
antidiscrimination measures. The record 
the other hand, proves the reverse 

As the Governor of California, I appoint 
ed more minority members to 
und policymaking positions in the State gov- 
ernment than all the previous Governors in 
the history of California put together. 

Here, we have already—and we haven't 
been here 2 years yet—we have 130 mem 
bers of the black community in top execu 
tive positions, beginning with Sam Pierce, a 
very capable member of our Cabinet—as 
sistant Cabinet 
cludes—and_ then 


action supporter: 


maybe some of ther 


executive 


and this _ in- 
added to that, we're 
doing the same thing with regard to 
women, and we're doing the same thing 
with regard to Hispanics. The most recent 
Hispanic employee is one I’m very proud 
of, Everett Alvarez, who has the record of 


members, 


2 
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having been held in captivity the longest as 
1 POW in Vietnam, and he is the Deputy 
Administrator of the Veterans: Administra- 
tion 

Our record there, but also, if you'll look 
it the Justice Department and the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission, you 
will find that we’ve broken all records in 
the history of the National Government 
with regard to hearings on violations of civil 
rights, on trials, and on successful convic- 
tions of violations of those civil rights. 

So, I think our record—and incidentally, 
just yesterday I signed a paper with a group 
of minority small business people that is 
going to increase the amount of procure- 
ment that the Federal Government buys 


{ 


from minority-owned businesses. 
President’s Reelection Decision 


Q. Mr. President, I'd like to turn from 
affairs of state to a matter of pure politics 
Some of fellow 


| love to run for 


your Republicans would 


your job 2 


dearly years 
And 
time they have to get organized, 
the better off they're likely to be 
Would you tell us what your 
intentions are in ’84? Or at least give us a 


you'll be 


hence, should you decide to give it up 


the more 


now, Sir 


metable on when announcing a 
de¢ iswsionr 

The President. Well, | assume that such a 
will made sometime 


But I think it is too early now 


lecision have to be 
next year 
is to whether I’ve made a 
lecision or not, I’ve always said I think the 
people kind of have a way of letting you 
know which way that should go 
But to make that decision too early or to 


make it public too early is to do one of two 


ind, as I’ve said 


decision 


things. One way you're going to become a 
lameduck and have no authority to do any- 
thing you're trying to do. Or the other way, 
you're going to open yourself to the opposi- 
tion charges that everything you do is polit- 
ical, based at the next election. And I have 
over and over again told my staff and told 
our Cabinet that I don’t want to hear the 
political ramifications of any issue that 
comes before us. I want to decide it on the 
basis of what’s right or wrong for the 
people. 

Q. 1 get the impression from afar that the 
job may have lost some of its appeal—espe- 
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cially for Mrs. Reagan—as a result of the 
assassination attempt. Is that true? 

The President. Well, I know that this was 
quite a traumatic experience for her. I also 
know that—you know, the government 
with the First Lady gets an employee free; 
they have her just about as busy as they 
have me. But no, she’s made no decision 
either. She and I are together on this. 

But I have to tell you frankly, I have 
enjoyed the opportunity of dealing with the 
problems that are before us. I think we’ve 
made great progress in a definite turn in 
government and turning away from some of 
the things that have brought on the very 
economic crisis we’re suffering from. And it 
has its drawbacks, of course. You kind of 
live like a bird in a gilded cage. And I 
sometimes look out the window at Pennsyl- 
vania Avenue and wonder what it would be 
like to be able to just walk down the street 
to the corner drugstore and look at the 
magazines. I can’t do that anymore. 

Moderator. Let’s pause here briefly to 
remind you that you are listening to “A 
Conversation with President Reagan.” Our 
participants today are Frank Sesno of the 
Associated Press, Bill Groody of Mutual 
News, Ted Clark of National Public Radio, 
Joe Ewalt of RKO Radio Networks, Bob 
Ellison of Sheridan Broadcasting Network, 
and Gene Gibbons of United Press Interna- 
tional. 

We continue our questioning with Frank 
Sesno of AP Radio. 


President’s Contact With the People 


Q. Mr. President, I’d like to pick up, actu- 
ally, on what you just said about being a 
bird in a gilded cage. How does a President 
know, how do you know what is going 
through people’s minds and what is hap- 
pening, especially vis-a-vis all this—the very 
high levels of unemployment we have now? 
You can’t walk down to the corner drug- 
store to buy a magazine; how can you know 
what it’s like to be unemployed? 

The President. Well, the bird in a guilded 
cage referred, I think, to our own use of 
leisure here in the White House and the 
security problems that curtail my going 
anyplace. 

But you aren’t that separated from the 
world—first of all, the peopie that are all 
around you, the people that are a part of 
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your daily activity right here in govern- 
ment, including those very security forces. 
But when I go to the ranch, some time out 
there I’m right back with the neighbors and 
the people that work there. And it’s as if 
this had never happened. But, of course, 
you do. And as to an understanding of un- 
employment, that’s another advantage of 
my age. I was seeking my first job in the 
very depths of the Great Depression in 
1932. I have seen all the tragedy that that 
brought, including in my own family—my 
father. 

And I don’t know any other way to de- 
scribe this other than that you do go out. 
Like in campaigning, when you go out, re- 
gardless of the security, you are there, 
again, with the people, not only on the 
street but in the meetings. And you just 
aren’t separated from them. 


The Economy 


Q. Let us carry on with the unemploy- 
ment thing, if I may. On a political level, ori 
a philosophical level, what is the need for 
government to appear to be doing some- 
thing? And by this, I’m talking about jobs 
bills or some sort of lead initiative effort to 
get people back to work. Economically, of 
course, your position is well stated. But phil- 
osophically and psychologically for the 
Nation, a sense of going someplace, doing 
something—activity. 

The President. Yes. And you used the 
word “psychology.” There is a great psy- 
chology that is a part of a recession—both 
for good or bad. And I have to tell you that 
right now, I think the media has over- 
emphasized the bad for whatever reason, 
but generally in a sense that, psychological- 
ly, has not been of help. 

The sense of doing something—this has 
been what was wrong in the several reces- 
sions that have taken place since World 
War II and the artificial quick-fixes of gov- 
ernment rushing in with supposed job pro- 
grams and so forth. And every time, it has 
been a temporary quick-fix. And every time 
there has been, seemingly, an improve- 
ment, except that inflation goes up. And 
each time, at the end of the so-called reces- 
sion, unemployment remains higher than it 
was before the previous recession, until we 
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finally reached the point that we are now— 
the worst of all the recessions. 

But the things that the government has 
done—we know that it was the high inter- 
est rates over a long period of time, and it 
began back in 1980—reached 21% percent 
in the prime. Those high interest rates that 
started shutting down the automobile plants 
because people could no longer afford to 
buy cars and pay the interest on the install- 
ments—this then spread to steel and glass 
and rubber and all the associated industry. 
At the same time, another base industry 
that usually is the first one to mark recov- 
ery—housing—no one could afford a mort- 
gage at the rates that were being charged. 

But we have now brought—first of all, 
inflation is a basic cause of those high inter- 
est rates. We brought inflation down from 
12.4 percent to less than 5 percent, now. 
And following it down, in the last several 
months, particularly, has come _ interest 


rates—down to less than half or about half 


of what they were. And I think they’re 


going to continue to go lower. And both of 


these have now resulted in the housing in- 
dustry being today about 27 percent better 
than it was a year ago—the housing starts. 
Sale of new houses is up 45 percent in the 
last 6 months, and permits for housing are 
higher than either one of those two figures. 

Now, this is going to have to be seen out 
there. The trouble is, things like that aren’t 
being as visible. Now, we have done some 
other things. We have asked for and ob- 
tained passage of a bill, a training bill. And 
this training bill is a little different than 
some we’ve had in the past. It’s going to be 
implemented at the community level, in 
keeping with industrial leaders and local 
political leaders at the community level, to 
create or to train for the jobs that are going 
begging in those communities. 

Every Sunday in the metropolitan areas, 
pick up the Sunday paper and look at the 
number of help wanted ads. Here are em- 
ployers begging for employees, taking ads 
out for them at a time of the highest unem- 
ployment that we’ve known since the war. 
And the reason those employees aren't 
available is lack of skills and training for 
those particular jobs. 


Highway and Bridge Repair Program 


Q. Mr. President, if I could return to 
events on Capitol Hill for just a few mo- 
ments. It looks like the Senate will take up 
the 5-cent-a-gallon gasoline user tax to fund 
highway construction—probably tomorrow. 
And I was wondering, once debate gets 
under way, do you plan to get actively in- 
volved to break the filibuster and get that 
through? 

The President. Well, I've been trying to 
help already, and I would try to help some 
more because I think it is ridiculous for a 
minority to stand in the way of this bill 
which has a great emergency context to it 
and only, in addition, as a sideline benefit, 
would create as many jobs as the Demo- 
crats claim their $5.4 billion pork barrel 
would create. 

The emergency situation is the number of 
bridges in this country that are so risky 
today that schoolbuses stop and make the 
children walk across the bridge before they 
take the bus across; highways that are so 
deteriorated that many of our business 
firms are adding to the cost of the things 
you buy, because they have to reroute—at 
costs of millions of dollars a year—their 
trucks, to avoid stretches of highway and 
bad bridges and so forth that would cause 
them problems. 


Attempt to Assassinate the Pope 


Q. Mr. President, there are reports that 
the Bulgarian Secret Service and perhaps 
even the Soviet KGB were involved in the 
attempt to assassinate Pope John Paul last 
year. Do you believe that’s possible? 

The President. Well, I don’t think I 
should express a personal belief on this 
now. I do think that since an investigation is 
going forward on this, I think it’s a little 
delicate for a head of state to give an opin- 
ion one way or the other. 

Q. You would rule it out? Or you don’t 
rule it out? 

The President. No, | just say I'm going to 
wait and see what the investigation brings. 


Social Security 


Q. Mr. President, your Social Security 
Commission seems unwilling to get off the 
dime and make a recommendation of what 
should be done to save this system that’s on 
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the verge of collapse. Now, you’re the one 
man the country has elected to be a leader, 
and this is one of the most pressing prob- 
lems we're facing. What are you going to 
do? 

The President. Well, I'm going to wait to 
see what they come in with. Those people 
who have suggested that I should interfere 
now and put some pressure on the commis- 
sion are ignoring the fact that it was after 
the issue of social security had been made a 
political football—and not by us, by the 
leadership in the House—and became such 
a political football in the last election that I 
then said the only answer to this is—since 
they seemed reluctant to deal with the 
emergency situation in social security—is a 
bipartisan commission. So the Speaker of 
the House has appointed members, the Mi- 
nority Leader of the Senate has appointed 
members, I have appointed members with 
the hope that they can come in with a rec- 
ommen_ation that recognizes a bipartisan 
viewpoint, so that we can approach the 
answer to this in a bipartisan manner and 
not, again, as a political contest. 

For me to stick my nose in and try to tell 
them what to do—we’ve had reports from 
them. We know what they’re discussing. 
And we know that there are some varying 
views in there. But even if they will come 
back with, let’s say, alternatives, a couple of 
alternatives, so that at least you can then sit 
down and say, “All right, let’s find a meet- 
ing ground between these two _ alterna- 
tives,” but to keep it out of politics. 

And again, at the same time, let me take 
advantage of you and say to the senior citi- 
zens listening in, no one is trying to take 
their benefits away from them or cut them 
back. That was one of the “musts” that I 
gave to my appointees. I said the people 
presently dependent on social security must 
know they’re going to continue to get their 
checks. 

Q. Well, their deadline is running out. 
Are you convinced they're going to come 
back to you with a recommendation? 

The President. \'m hopeful that they are. 
I know where they stand, because, as I say, 
I've had reports. I know where their differ- 
ences lie, and they’re not all that great 
They really aren't. 
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Southern Africa 


Q. Mr. President, South Africa—how long 
will you pursue your policy of constructive 
engagement to bring about independence 
for Namibia, particularly in last 
week’s raid into Lesotho 

The President. Well, we let them know 
our unhappiness about that. But we 
made progress. And we’ve made progress 
with both factions there, and with the other 
frontline states in Africa. And we are going 
to continue and do our best to settle that 
peacefully. 

The Middle East 

Q. Mr. President, you have King Hussein 

of Jordan coming in here next week. He’s 


been described as your 


Middle East 


view of 


have 


the linchpin in 
initiative, because of 
your proposal for the Palestinian entity. 
What you think are the prospects of 
bringing him on board the Camp David 
process at this point? 

The President. King Hussein is not only a 
very intelligent and responsible leader, but 
I think that he is very sensitive to all of the 
problems that involved and very sin- 
cerely desirous of peace in the Middle East 
and a resolution of this problem. And I 
think that he will be cooperative. And I 
think we can count on him for that. But the 
main thing right now that we have Ambas- 
sadors Habib and Draper working on in the 
Middle East is to get what now constitute 
armies of occupation—the PLO, the Syrians, 
and the Israelis—out of Lebanon, and let 
the Gemayel government have the sover- 
eignty of their own country. 


peace 


do 


ire 


I call them armies of occupation, because 
there was a time in which Lebanon, with all 
of its troubles and its divisions, did have to 


welcome them in in an effort to create 
order. But now that government has had 
enough confidence to ask them to leave 
For them to continue to stay against the 
will of Lebanon makes them, technically, 
armies of occupation. And we're working 
on that. That is the first step. And then we 
move to the peace process, involving the 
Palestinian problem, Israel, and guarantee- 
ing the security of Israel’s borders. 

Q. There’s a report today, sir, that you 
have told President Gemayel of Lebanon 
that the U.S. will guarantee the withdrawal 
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of all foreign forces by the end of February 
Any truth to that? 

The President. No, there is none. We've 
set no date, no timetable. But I will say this 
Ambassador Habib will be reporting to m« 
Monday. But when I sent him on this most 
recent trip over there, I told him that no 
longer are we talking about a peace plan 
We're now talking about action, a plan fo 
action. Let’s get it done, and let’s get the 
forces withdrawn so that we can proceed 
with the other steps. 

Q. I see we’ve run out of time, Mr. Presi 
dent. Thank you, and Merry Christmas 

The President. Thank all of and 
Merry Christmas to you and to all listenin 
in. 


you, 


Moderator. You have been listening to “A 
Conversation with President Reagan.” We 
would like to thank President Reagan fo1 
allowing us this half hour of his valuable 
time and thanks, too, to participants 
today: Frank Sesno of the Associated Press 
Bill Groody of Mutual News, Ted Clark of 
National Public Radio, Joe Ewalt of RKO 
Radio Networks, Bob Ellison of Sheridan 
Broadcasting Network, and Gene Gibbons 
of United Press International. 

From the Roosevelt Room of the White 
House in Washington, good afternoon 


our 


Note: The interview began at 12:15 p.m. in 
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. It 


was broadcast live on the 


radio network 


participating 


President’s Council for International 
Youth Exchange 


Memorandum From the President 
December 20, 1982 
Memorandum for the Director of the 
United States Information Agency 


On May 24, 1982, I announced the estab- 
lishment of a program to form new bonds 
between the United States and other coun 
tries through an expansion of youth pro- 
grams. This program is to involve close co- 
operation between the Government, non- 
profit organizations, and the private sector 


To achieve these goals I request that you 
form the President’s Council for Interna- 
tional Youth Exchange and that you serve 
as my personal representative in this effort. 
Periodically, I will recommend the names 
of persons for you to appoint as members of 
the Council. These members will assist you 
to stimulate greater private sector involve- 
ment in the Youth Exchange Initiative 

The members of the Council will be ex- 
pe cted to offer advice to both of us on the 
various aspects of successfully launching 
ind implementing the program. In addition 
to this mandate, the members will help you 
to encourage private participation in the 
program through the 
available to your agency. For example, | 
expect them to promote the program 
through personal contacts and by conduct 
ing a publicity campaign. Also, their assist- 
ince with fund raising for the Initiative is 
critical 


variety of means 


Because of the importance I place on this 


program, I request that you exercise your 
authority to ensure that the members of the 
Council can adequately assist us in this im- 
portant endeavor. With USIA_ providing 
staff support for the Council, and with the 
Council members expanding your Agency’s 
capabilities to reach the private sector, | 
look forward to the beginning of an exciting 
ind successful program 


Ronald Reagan 


Meeting With King Hussein I of Jordan 


Remarks Following the 
December 21, 1982 


Meeting 


The President. One of the nicest customs 
in the Middle East is the traditional greet- 
ing, “Peace be upon you.” King Hussein’s 
visit with us comes at a time of the year 
when thoughts of peace are very much in 
our minds. And in our meeting today, His 
Majesty and I have had a chance to reaffirm 
personally the continuing friendship be- 
tween our two countries and to share with 
each other our hopes and dreams about our 
common goal of a just and lasting peace in 
the Middle East 





Dec. 21 / Administration of Ronald Reagan, 1982 


As trusting friends, we’ve spoken to one 
another as we always do—with candor and 
good will. And I told the King of my per- 
sonal commitment to see peace in the 
Middle East become a true and lasting re- 
ality, and of my equally deep commitment 
to the proposals that we made September 
Ist to Israel, to the Palestinians, and to the 
Arab States. 

I also expressed America’s gratitude to 
the King for his own important actions in 
support of our initiative over these past few 
months. His Majesty eloquently described 
his vision of peace and reviewed for us 
what he’s been doing to help give peace a 
chance to take root—particularly his efforts 
to encourage the Palestinians to join him in 
efforts to take bold steps toward peace. 

Together, we’ve also shared our thoughts 
on what remains and must be done by each 
and all of us to give life to this common 
goal. We share a sense of urgency to suc- 
ceed at this commitment. Our discussions 
today have lead to further meetings be- 
tween our staffs over the next 2 days, and I 
look forward to meeting with the King 
again before he leaves Washington. 

Your Majesty, welcome. 

The King. 1 thank you, sir, for the 
warmth of your welcome, for the privilege 
and pleasure I and my colleagues have had 
of meeting with you, sir, and with our 
friends, and for the opportunity to discuss 
many problems of mutual concern and in- 
terest and many challenges that lie before 
us. 

We look forward, sir, to continuing our 
discussions in the coming days, and this is 
an opportunity for me to reaffirm a long-life 
commitment for the establishment of a just 
and durable peace in the Middle East. May 
we hope and pray that we will succeed in 
making a contribution for a better future 
for generations to come in our part of the 
world and for the cause of world peace. 

We'll continue to do our utmost, and we 
value very much, indeed, the atmosphere of 
friendship, honesty, and candor that has 
characterized our relations and particularly, 
sir, the friendship that exists between us. I 
thank you very, very much indeed, sir, for 
your many kindnesses and for the privilege 
and pleasure of being with you and with 
our friends. 

Thank you, sir. 
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Note: The President spoke at 1:32 p.m. to 
reporters assembled at the South Portico of 
the White House. 

Earlier, the President and the King met 
privately in the Oval Office. Senior mem- 
bers of their delegations joined them for 
further discussions, and then they met, to- 
gether with their delegations, in the Cabi- 
net Room. The President and the King and 
their delegations then attended a working 
luncheon in the State Dining Room. 


Soil and Water Conservation Programs 





Letter to the Speaker of the House and the 
President of the Senate, Together With a 
Policy Statement. December 21, 1982 





Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

I am pleased to transmit a Statement of 
Policy, an appraisal of this Nation’s soil and 
water resources, and the Secretary of Agri- 
culture’s program for departmental conser- 
vation activities as required by the Soil and 
Water Resources Conservation Act of 1977. 

The Secretary of Agriculture’s program 
provides important guidance for the near 
and longer term management of the Na- 
tion’s soil and water resources. The wise use 
of these resources will assure continued 
availability of food and fiber to meet do- 
mestic and wor!d needs. My Statement of 
Policy provides further guidelines for im- 
plementation of the recommended pro- 
gram. 

The Secretary’s program is based upon 
findings developed from extensive surveys 
and evaluations of the current state of this 
Nation’s soil and water resources. It is de- 
signed to correct identified problems 
through targeting Federal assistance to pri- 
ority problem areas. It also calls for a great- 
er role for State and local governments for 
the conduct of programs to assist private 
landowners in solving resource problems to 
protect the long-term productivity of this 
Nation’s soil and water resources. The docu- 
ments which are being transmitted to the 
Congress today will be helpful in your con- 
sideration of soil and water conservation 
policies, programs, and budgets. 
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I look forward to working with the Con- 
gress as you review these documents and 
my Statement of Policy in the coming 
months. 

Sincerely, 


Ronald Reagan 


STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 


Today I am transmitting to the Congress 
this Statement of Policy for planning, im- 
plementing, and allocating resources for the 
soil and water conservation programs of the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture between 
now and 1987. This is required by Section 
7(a) of the Soil and Water Resources Con- 
servation Act of 1977, Public Law 95-192. 
Accompanying this statement are other 
documents required by this Act: Parts I and 
II of an Appraisal of the condition and 
trends of soil, water, and related resources 
in the United States and a Program and 
Environmental Impact Statement contain- 
ing the program that has resulted from this 
appraisal. 

These studies show the condition of the 
soil and water on two-thirds of America’s 
land—the rural non-federal land of the 
United States. This land totals 1.5 billion 
acres, and most of it is privately owned. It 
includes the farms, ranches, and private for- 
ests where almost all of our food and natu- 
ral fibers and much of our pulp and timber 
are produced. 

The natural resources on our rural lands 
are vital to the present and future welfare 
of the American people. The soil and water 
on these lands are basic to the production 
of food and fiber for domestic and world 
needs. Maintaining the productivity of these 
resources is essential to American agricul- 
ture and to the health of the Nation’s econ- 
omy. 

American agriculture has achieved the 
greatest record of production in the world. 
A free market economy, mechanization, re- 
search, adequate capital inputs, fertile soil 
and water management have contributed to 
that record. These factors and others have 
generated an agricultural system that not 
only provides a varied and inexpensive 
supply of food for U.S. consumers but also 


feeds a significant part of the world’s popu- 
lation. 

Despite this unsurpassed record, howev- 
er, the Appraisal reveals that inadequate 
resource management in some areas is dam- 
aging our soil and lowering the quality and 
quantity of our water resources. Soil ero- 
sion, for example, was reduced by soil con- 
servation practices in the decades following 
the Dust Bowl of the 1930’s. Now, soil ero- 
sion appears to be increasing again as we 
have made more rural land into cropland, 
particularly for corn, soybeans, and other 
row crops to meet the growing export 
demand. While about one-third of Ameri- 
ca’s cropland is currently experiencing soil 
erosion from wind and water at rates which 
threaten the long-term productivity of the 
land, about 54 percent of all sheet and rill 
erosion and 89 percent of the excessive ero- 
sion of this type occurs on about 10 percent 
of the Nation’s cropland (41 million acres). 
The condition of our grazing land has been 
improving steadily since the 1930's, but 
more than half is still in fair to poor condi- 
tion. Responding to their own incentives, 
private landowners in many cases have in- 
troduced practices and improvements to 
control erosion. 

Agriculture is by far the Nation’s biggest 
user of water, and water is being use—and 
wasted—in greater amounts that ever. In 
some parts of the West and Great Plains, 
groundwater is being used to irrigate crops 
faster than it is being replenished. Damages 
from upstream flooding are expected to in- 
crease in the years immediatedly ahead, 
largely because people continue to build on 
land subject to flooding. 


Federal Conservation Programs 


Programs to deal with soil and water re- 
source problems were begun by the Feder- 
al Government about 50 years ago. Re- 
search programs to focus on soil erosion 
began in the late 1920's, and soil conserva- 
tion programs were begun in the Dust Bowl 
years of the 1930's. Since then many Feder- 
al, State, and local government agencies 
have carried out programs to protect, con- 
serve, and improve soil and water re- 
sources, usually in cooperation with individ- 
ual landowners. 
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Some 27 conservation prograrns, involv- 


ing conservation research and education, 
technical assistance, cost-sharing and loans 
are administered by 8 agencies of the De- 
partment of Agriculture. Some of these pro- 
grams, while popular with farmers and 
ranchers, do not clearly adcsess the Nation’s 
most critical soil and water resource prob- 


lems. Further, after nearly half a century of 


Federal conservation assistance programs a 
substantial number of farmers have not ap- 
plied needed conservation measures. Too 
much soil continues to erode at rates that 
threaten productivity and impair water 
quality. Too much water is not efficiently 
managed, resulting in a threat of water 
shortages. Too much land is subject to ex- 
cessive flood damages. 

Appraisal of Alternative “Futures” 

The Appraisal examines the impact on 
available cropland through 2030 of several 
alternative projections of domestic and for- 
eign demand for agricultural production, 
and alternative rates of growth in agricul- 
tural productivity. Under a number of pro- 
jections of increased demand and growth in 
productivity, the existing farmland base can 


provide the necessary production by the 
year 2030 without significant real price in- 


creases or adverse impacts to the land. 
Under some of the more “extreme” projec- 
tions with high projected demand and low 
growth in productivity out to 2030, addi- 
tional cropland would be required. Futher- 
more, there could be sigificant increases in 
the cost of agricultural production as well as 
increases in cropland erosion. 

The proposed program is not predicated 
on either the most optimistic or pessimistic 
assumption about the future. Instead it is 
designed to accommodate a wide range of 
uncertainty in future agricultural produc- 
tion possibilities. 

The Appraisal recognizes that soil and 
water conservation management is needed 
to counteract adverse impacts on this Na- 
tion’s soil and water resource base, especial- 
ly if a “high” demand for agricultural prod- 
ucts is projected over the next 50 years. 

The Appraisal makes it clear that some 
changes in Federal soil and water conserva- 
tion programs will be necessary to provide 
protection for the Nation’s soil and water 
resources on non-federal land. Simply in- 
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creasing Federal contributions to soil and 
water conservation is not the answer to our 
resource problems. Stewardship of the land 
is primarily the responsibility of the individ- 
ual landowner. The marketplace generally 
determines what resources the individual 
will devote to the management of his land 
and water. The role of the Federal Govern- 
ment in promoting soil and water conserva- 
tion is therefore subject to limitations im- 
posed by economic conditions and the indi- 
vidual landowner’s willingness to cooperate 
The most important contribution that this 
Administration can make to the conserva- 
tion effort is to redirect current conserva- 
tion programs and develop fresh ap- 
proaches to solving the resource problems 
that continue to threaten the long-term 
productivity of our soil, water, and related 
resources. The program effects this redirec- 
tion and provides for these fresh ap- 
proaches. It will be the new benchmark for 
budget proposals and planning of all conser- 
vation programs in the Department of Agri- 
culture. 


The Recommended Program 


The recommended program includes the 
following key features 

1. National conservation priorities. Th 
program for the first time sets clear nation 
al priorities to guide Federal conser 
efforts. The top priorities are reducin 
erosion, conserving water and red 
stream flood damages 

2. Development and prom 
effective conservation measures 
gram encourages development 
tion of conservation measures 
servation tillage and range n 
that are most cost-effective in r 
sion and solving other resource | 

3. Targeting. The program calls 
geting an increased share of Departmen 
Agriculture resources—people and dollars 
to critical problem areas where the need 
for conservation is greatest. It also targets 
Department of Agriculture research and 
education efforts toward the solution of 
those soil and water problems that impair 
agricultural productivity and cause perma- 
nent damage to basic resources. Targeting 
will take no more than 25 percent of total 
conservation funds and will be phased-in 





Administration of Ronald Reagan, 1982 / Dec. 21 


over a five-year period, adding 5 percent a 
year 

4. Matching grants. The program pro- 
vides matching grants to encourage local 
and state governments to participate more 
fully in planning and implementing conser- 
vation programs. 

5. Conservation pilot projects. The pro- 
gram calls for undertaking pilot projects to 
test new conservation methods and incen 
tives to help farmers and ranchers practice 
conservation effectively and at reasonable 
cost. 

6. Intergovernmental cooperation. The 
program will aim for improved coordination 
among the various Federal, state, and local 
agencies with conservation responsibilities 
It will foster closer cooperation and coordi 
nation within the Department of Agricul 
ture itself and among the eight agencies of 
USDA with responsibilities for conservation 
programs. 

These features and others are described 
and evaluated in detail in the RCA Program 
Report and Environmental Impact State 
ment. Since they make so many significant 
changes in previous Department of agricul 
ture, conservation programs, the Depart- 
ment measured public reaction to them in 
1980 and 1981. Nearly 83,000 people com 
mented on the latest draft, including Mem 
bers of Congress and the Governors of 37 
States, Puerto Rico, and Guam. More than 
half the respondents were farmers or ranch- 
ers. Comments received have been studied 
carefully and considered in preparing the 
final program document 
Budgeting Policy 

It is my intention that the Department of 
Agriculture manage its soil and water con- 
servation programs as efficiently as possible 
This includes eliminating overlap among 
programs and reducing instances in which 
one program conflicts with the aims of an- 
other. 

I anticipate that my future budget pro- 
posals will fall within the bounds of the rec 
ommended program. Funding for conserva- 
tion programs, however, will necessarily be 
considered in each year’s economic and 
fiscal context. The demands placed on our 
financial resources by other national goals 
and interests must also be weighed. Consid- 
eration of those competing demands each 


year could make it necessary for this Ad- 
ministration to propose a conservation pro- 
gram budget less than the proposed lower 
bound. I anticipate that State and local gov- 
ernments, as they assume more significant 
roles in conservation program design and 
management, will contribute a larger share 
of needed funds for conservation. 


Conclusion 


I believe the process introduced by the 
Soil and Water Resources Conservation Act 
of 1977 is useful. The Appraisal and Pro- 
gram have been major steps in developing 
a sound planning process for the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture’s soil and water conser- 
vation program. They provide a_long- 
needed picture of the status of soil and 
water resources and the projected demands 
on those resources, and a realistic strategy 
for the Federal Government to follow in 
helping to manage, conserve, and improve 
those resources to meet national needs and 
goals. It is my belief that this strategy will 
result in a significant improvement in the 
effectiveness of USDA conservation pro- 
grams 

I commend the Secretary of Agriculture 
for his Department’s efforts in preparing 
the Appraisal and Program and for his re- 
sponsiveness to the Soil and Water Re- 
sources Conservation Act of 1977. 


Note: This is the text of identical letters 
addressed to Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr.. Speaker 
of the House of Representatives, and George 
Bush, President of the Senate 


Congressional Reports Elimination Act 
of 1982 


Statement on Signing H.R. 6005 Into Law 
December 21, 1982 


I have today signed into law H.R. 6005, 
the “Congressional Reports Elimination Act 
of 1982.” This act repeals or modifies re- 
quirements for the submission of 67 reports 
to the Congress that are no longer useful, 
duplicate other requirements for providing 
information, or involve costs and time to 
executive agencies that outweigh any bene- 
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fits or utility to Congress. This is a useful 
and constructive step in reducing unneces- 
sary paperwork and in improving executive 
branch operations. 


Note: As enacted, H.R. 6005 is Public Law 


97-375, approved December 21. 


Continuing Appropriations for Fiscal 
Year 1983 





Statement on Signing H.J. Res. 631 Into 
Law. December 21, 1982 





Today I am signing into law House Joint 
Resolution 631, which provides continuing 
appropriations for the remainder of fiscal 
year 1983. 

There are two major features of this bill 
that are commendable: 

—It marks the first time in 3 years—since 

fiscal year 1980—that the Congress has 
completed action on a budget for the 
full fiscal year before final adjourn- 
ment. This resolution contains funds for 
6 of the 13 regular appropriations bills; 
funding for the other 7 appropriations 
has been provided in other measures 
that have passed the Congress. While I 
continue to be deeply troubled by the 
budgetmaking processes in our Govern- 
ment, I am pleased that the appropri- 
ations for the current fiscal year have 
finally been passed. 
Secondly, the level of funding provided 
in this resolution is consistent with the 
budget resolution adopted earlier this 
year by the Congress. To be sure, this 
bill contains some funds and provisions 
that I did not seek or prefer, but it does 
avoid a number of mistakes contained 
in earlier versions. On balance, the res- 
olution is a significant achievement in 
our efforts to control discretionary 
spending. 

The principal reason for the Congress to 
return to Washington for this final session 
was to complete action on the 1983 budget 
in a responsible fashion. Enactment of this 
resolution justifies that effort. I commend 
the Congress for its endeavors and hard 
work, especially Senate Majority Leader 
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Howard Baker and House Speaker Tip 
O'Neill, as well as Appropriations Commit- 
tee chairmen Mark Hatfield and Jamie 
Whitten. for completing a challenging task 
under difficult circumstances. 

In order to get America back to work, we 
need economic growth that only fiscal sta- 
bility and lower interest rates can provide. 
To achieve this goal, we must keep a tight 
leash on Federal spending. By passing a 
budget consistent with the earlier budget 
resolutions it committed to follow, the Con- 
gress has taken an important step in the 
right direction. 

While spending must be restrained, we 
must also do our best to ensure that spend- 
ing changes are fair and equitable. For this 
reason, I am particularly pleased that this 
resolution will correct a serious inequity 
that was inadvertently done to survivors of 
American veterans in the 1981 Reconcili- 
ation Act. This correction, which I strongly 
supported, restores educational and other 
benefits for children of veterans—benefits 
which were mistakenly reduced at that 
time. 

Unfortunately, this resolution also con- 
tains a number of provisions about which I 
have serious reservations. For example, the 
bill fails to provide specific funds for pro- 
duction of the Peacekeeper missile. While I 
am disappointed in the congressional action 
on this vital strategic forces program, the 
language of the conference report does 
enable us to keep to our schedule for initial 
deployment in 1986 once the Congress ap- 
proves a permanent basing decision. Be- 
tween now and this spring, I will work 
closely with Members of Congress to ad- 
dress their concerns and to assure the ful- 
lest possible examination of alternative 
courses of action. Let there be no doubt 
that the United States remains strongly 
committed to the pursuit of both effective 
deterrence and meaningful arms control. 

A similar problem is the failure of the 
resolution to provide full production fund- 
ing for the Pershing II missile. We are de- 
veloping this missile along with the ground- 
launched cruise missile in order to meet an 
Allied request for land-based systems in 
Europe that would help maintain deter- 
rence. We intend to meet the scheduled 
deployment of these missiles in December 
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1983. We remain steadfast in our determi- 
nation to meet these Alliance commitments. 

The allocation of the funds contained in 
the continuing resolution for foreign assist- 
ance is also a concern. First, it cuts total 
budget authority for foreign aid, excluding 
the Export-Import Bank, by $571 million. 
Second, within that total it distributes limit- 
ed resources unwisely and inequitably. As a 
consequence of these changes in this resolu- 
tion, $800 million in foreign assistance re- 
quested for many deserving countries has 
been denied in order to further increase aid 


to a nation already receiving 28 percent of 


our total foreign aid in addition to a $300 
million credit increase I proposed this fiscal 
year. 

A third provision of concern is the way in 
which the resolution would mandate contin- 
ued funding of existing grantees of the 
Legal Services Corporation until the Senate 
has confirmed a new Legal Services Corpo- 
ration Board. Questions have been raised as 
to whether this provision is in conflict with 
my constitutional authority to make recess 
appointments. I have asked the Attorney 
General to advise me on this matter. 

After taking all factors into account, | 
think that this effort has been worthwhile. 
Together, the administration and the Con- 
gress have agreed on a continuing resolu- 
tion that will complete the 1983 budget 
process with reasonable funding. I thus take 
pleasure in signing HJ. Resolution 631 and 
ask all Federal employees to provide the 
most effective and efficient services availa- 
ble for the taxpayers’ hard-earned money. 


Note: As enacted, HJ. Res. 631 is Public 


Law 97-377, approved December 21. 


Young American Medals for Bravery 
and Service 





Remarks on Presenting the 1980 and 1981 
Awards. December 22, 1982 





The President. Ladies and gentlemen, let 
me just take a moment to say a word about 
all the recipients of these medals. 

You know, it’s frequently said that young 
people need heroes to look up and emulate. 


But in this ceremony today, it’s we older 
people who are doing the admiring and 
finding inspiration in lives younger than our 
own. And this is especially fulfilling, be- 
cause it serves to remind us of the caliber of 
people who'll be leading our country in a 
few years. It also illustrates how strongly 
rooted the tradition of service and heroism 
is in America’s young people. 

You know, Nathaniel Hawthorne once 
said that heroes can be heroes only in a 
heroic world. What he meant, of course, is 
that service and bravery can be honored 
only in a society that puts a premium on 
those qualities. When we honor those who 
in service and bravery stand out amongst 
us, we’re reaffirming our own most deeply 
cherished beliefs and traditions. 

John Terry is awarded the 1980 Young 
American Medal for Service. John is hon- 
ored for having taken personal responsibili- 
ty for the appearance of his street in Phila- 
delphia—not just in front of his house, the 
whole block. For several years now, he has 
been regularly sweeping up, cleaning up 
the entire block. And he doesn’t do this 
because someone told him to. He doesn’t 
get any money or merit badges, or even 
much in the way of formal thanks for it. 

John, you looked around you in your 
hometown. You saw things that needed im- 
proving. And instead of writing to Washing- 
ton or city hall, you went out and got the 


job done yourself. And John, I might say it’s 


really good to see you again. You see, usual- 
ly, ladies and gentlemen, i never meet any 
of the Young American Medal recipients 
until they come here to receive their 
medals. But I met John last year in Philadel- 
phia, where they consider him an example 
for young people, for adults, for the whole 
city. 

I had heard about him. I think, John—if 
I'm correct, it started with a nearby neigh- 
borhood park. And John decided it needed 
cleaning up, and cleaned it up. And from 
there on, he took on the chore, every day, 
of the block in which he lived. So, that’s 
another spirit of American voluntarism. 
And we need it not just in Philadelphia but 
throughout the entire country. 

So, we didn’t know this would happen 
when we met, did we, John? But congratu- 
lations. 
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Mr. Terry. Thank you, Mr. President. 

The President. Your mother is not here? 

Mr. Terry. No, sir. 

The President. Thank you very much. 

That was John’s sister—that I met also in 
Philadelphia—who took that picture. And 
they—both of them—said it was done just 
because that’s the way their mother had 
raised them to do things. 

Jeffrey Blake is awarded the 1980 Young 
American Medal for Service. As a long-time 
member of his country’s American Red 
Cross chapter, Jeff has an extraordinary 
record of accomplishment. His record in- 
cludes the establishment of a Red Cross 
communications system and a disaster re- 
sponse team that has rendered assistance at 
the scene of many fires and other tragic 
and unfortunate events. 

One of the things that has most amazed 
foreign observers of American democracy— 
like the French philosopher de Tocqueville, 
who came here 140 years ago to look at this 
miracle that was America. And what he dis- 
covered was the astonishing capacity of 
Americans for helping one another. 

Jeff, you’ve done truly outstanding work 
with an organization that was one of the 


first to earn Americans their reputation for 


compassion and humanitarianism. Your 
work carries on this tradition, and has al- 
ready helped hundreds and, perhaps, thou- 
sands of people. And, Jeff, I want you to 
know how proud all of us are of you. Jeff, 
congratulations. 

Robert Noble is awarded the 1980 Young 
American Medal for Bravery. One evening, 
shortly after he graduated from high school, 
Bob Noble of Fredonia, New York, was at a 
party when he and his friends heard a tre- 
mendous collision on the highway nearby. 
And when they got to the wreck, they 
found the car in flames. Bob climbed into 
the burning automobile several times. He 
removed two persons who, as it turned out, 
died of their injuries—well, one was dead 
already, as he discovered, and the other 
died in his arms. But he also saved a woman 
who otherwise would have surely died in 
the fire. 

One thing that should be mentioned 
about Bob is that he had to overcome urg- 
ings of friends who warned him not to get 
involved in that rescue. It wasn’t just that 
they were warning him of the danger. They 
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were, in effect, arguing that it just wasn’t 
smart to get mixed up in something like 
that. But he wouldn’t buy that argument. 
He didn’t really even listen. He went to 
that car. He chose to risk his life repeatedly 
to help people he didn’t even know. It was 
a grisly, harrowing experience, but a life 
was saved. 

Someone has said ‘hat heroes may not be 
braver than anvone else, they’re just braver 
5 minutes longer. Well, you were also 
braver 5 minutes before. 

Michael Browne is awarded the 1980 
Young American Medal for Bravery. Mi- 
chael Browne of Dixon, New Mexico—that 
just struck a nerve with me, D-i-x-o-n. I’m 
from Dixon, Illinois. [Laughter] But when 
he was 13, he acted alone in making a haz- 
ardous climb in the dark to aid a severely 
injured hiker high on a 300-foot-high moun- 
tain ledge. For several hours, hoping that 
rescue workers would find them, he clung 
to her in the darkness, keeping her from 
sliding over the edge. 

Michael’s a special kind of boy. He lived 
alone in an adobe house in that mountain- 
ous area—no electricity, no frills, very little 
of what we’ve come to think young people 
need to grow up right. Well, I guess we’re 
wrong. The grown men and women who 
know this young man, especially the rescue 
workers who came to take over after he’d 
been singlehandedly preserving that young 
woman’s life for hours in the rain and dark- 
ness, will tell you they don’t come any 
better. And, Mike, as a fellow Westerner, 
I'm especially proud to shake your hand. 

The 1981 Young American Medal for 
Bravery would have been presented today 
to Jeffrey Jones from Lancaster, Pennsylva- 
nia. But, unfortunately, that’s not possible. 
With us today are Mr. and Mrs. James Jones, 
who will accept the Young American Medal 
for Bravery on behalf of their son, Jeffrey 
Jones. 

Jeff, an 18-year-old volunteer fireman, 
died while attempting to save three rescue 
workers who had been overcome by lethal 
fumes in an underground tank. It was for 
that sacrifice that he was chosen to receive 
the medal. This is a reminder, a sad one, 
that we honor members because they take 
great risks and sometimes they pay the ulti- 
mate price. 
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Mark Rhiener is awarded the 1981 Young 
American Medal for Bravery. The incident 
that took Jeffrey Jones’ life nearly took 
Mark’s life. Mark, 18 and a volunteer fire- 
man, was also overcome by the poisonous 
gas, but he regained consciousness briefly 
and was able to grab a rescue line. It all 
started when an 8-year-old boy fell down a 
narrow pipe into an underground tank. 


Two paramedics and Mark and, finally, Jeff 


went down that pipe. The little boy’s life 
was saved—barely—and Mark here had a 
very narrow escape. But when it was over, 
three men were gone. 

We're proud, of course, very proud of 
them. And, Mark, we’re proud of you. 

We can only wonder at the bravery that 
sent Jeff and Mark into that tank. They 
knew that two paramedics had already 
passed out, but they felt they had to try. 
And that, of course, is what makes a hero. 
He has to try. He may measure odds and 
weigh the chances, but his heart seems to 
take over and make the decision for him. 

These medals we’ve given out today give 
us all something to think about. They’re a 
testament to how good people can be and 
especially how remarkable young Ameri- 
cans can be. 

We're grateful to you all for coming. God 
bless you, and God bless these wonderful 
young people. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:34 a.m. at 


the ceremony in the State Dining Room at 
the White House. 


Caribbean Basin Initiative 





Remarks to Ambassadors of Member 
Nations of the Organization of American 
States. December 22, 1982 





I'm delighted to welcome all of you dis- 
tinguished members from the diplomatic 
community and the other honored guests 
who are here with us. 

I want to report to you today on the 
status of our Caribbean Basin Initiative. 
This initiative is part of America’s contribu- 
tion to a collective partnership for peace, 
prosperity, and democracy in the Caribbean 


and Central America. And, as you know, I 
recently traveled to South and Central 
America. The reception I received con- 
vinced me even more of the vital impor- 
tance to all of us of the well-being, the 
independence, and the security of the na- 
tions of the Caribbean Basin and, indeed, 
the entire hemisphere. 

My conversations with the Presidents of 
five Caribbean Basin countries were par- 
ticularly inspirational and helpful. We face 
common economic problems of deficits, 
slow growth, idle capacity, and high debts, 
and common threats of insurgencies sup- 
ported by Cuba and other Soviet satellites. 

I was impressed most, though, by the 
bright prospects for the future. Great ad- 
vances were made over the previous two 
decades in economic growth, in developing 
and diversifying industrial and agricultural 
production, improving health services and 
education. I’m convinced that the hemi- 
sphere will continue this trend of strong 
growth and improvement. 

The promise of the New World remains 
bright. We have great resources and dy- 
namic peoples. Prosperity strengthens de- 
mocracy. Throughout the hemisphere, de- 
mocracy is on the move. Nearly all the gov- 
ernments in the Caribbean Basin are now 
democracies. Freedom and respect for 
human rights gives the fullest expression to 
the meaning of life, and democracy also ad- 
vances peace. Democracies live easier with 
each other. Freedom is not a source of ag- 
gression; it can’t be imposed like totalitarian 
philosophies by force and repression. 

I found in my talks just recently on this 
trip to South America, how few of us have 
stopped to think that this hemisphere and 
these two great continents linked as they 
are by Central America have probably 
known a longer period of peace than almost 
any other area of the world, and maybe it’s 
because no matter which country we come 
from, our forebears all came here from 
someplace else looking for the same thing— 
opportunity and freedom. And as we grow 
closer to each other—more neighborly—we 
can become a force for good in the world 
more than anyone could dream at this time. 

1 sought to explain our policies, and I 
found support for them: to strengthen the 
practice of democracy and the respect for 
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human rights; to continue support for the 
San Jose peace process to reduce tensions 
and conflict in Central America; to provide 
limited assistance to help small countries 
struggling for democracy to defend them- 
selves against foreign supported insurgents 
or terrorists determined to impose their 
own totalitarian ideas; to support the integ- 
rity of an open and free trading system 
which is vital to the prosperity of all the 
peoples of this hemisphere; to help coun- 
tries trying to work through financial crises 
and who are adopting adjustment programs 
in hard times just as we’re doing. 

I’m pleased that we now have substantial 
agreement on the important elements of a 
replenishment of the Inter-American De- 
velopment Bank. This includes an overall 
lending program of $13 billion, an accept- 
able level of concessionary financing, and a 
new intermediate financial facility. And of 
course the Caribbean Basin Initiative is a 
central and critical feature of this policy. Its 
importance was underscored by everyone I 
met. 

I promised that my administration would 
do its best to gain passage of the free trade 
and investment proposals in the initiative in 
this session of Congress. Now this is not a 
“made-in-the-U.S.A.” product. We in the 
Americas have all contributed our ideas, our 
resources, and our strong efforts to create 
this bold approach to development, a posi- 
tive program rooted in self-help and a pri- 
vate initiative through which we and our 
neighbors can assist each other. 

Now, let me report on where that effort 
stands and what lies ahead. The aid portion 
of the program is an accomplished fact. The 
other part, having to do with trade and in- 
vestment, is still in the legislative process, 
I'm sorry to say. Because of procedural ma- 
neuvering by a small minority of opponents, 
it has been difficult to bring that part of the 
CBI legislation to a floor vote in the Senate 
where a clear majority would have support- 
ed passage. 

But what I want you to know is that the 
Caribbean Basin Initiative will not die. The 
tremendous efforts that the leaders of your 
countries have put into this bill will not be 
in vain. It was your leaders who were most 
responsible for capturing the attention of 
one of this country’s most able legislators, 
Dan Rostenkowski. He turned his skills 
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toward passage of the CBI in this short, 
lameduck session, and was able to produce 
an overwhelming vote of 260 to 142 in the 
House of Representatives. Working togeth- 
er, I'm sure that we can count on his 
leadership again went the session resumes 
next—or the new Congress comes in next 
year. 

I know we can also count on the strong 
and able support of Senator Dole. I’m per- 
sonally determined to see the CBI through. 
This initiative is close to my heart. It is my 
highest priority. It proposes the right meas- 
ures to help our neighbors through this dif- 
ficult period. More important, it can help 
open the door on to the kind of future our 
neighbors have a right to expect. 

The CBI will be among the very first 
pieces of legislation that I submit to the 
98th Congress next year. The time is short, 
the needs are great, but we’ll win this fight, 
because there’s no acceptable alternative. 
Together we're a tremendous force for 
good. We’ll show the world that we con- 
quer fear with faith, that we overcome pov- 
erty through growth, and that we counter 
violence with opportunity and freedom. 

And, so saying, that’s all that I have to 
say, except a thank you to all of you who 
have helped so hard in trying to get this 
passed through the legislature in this ses- 
sion. I thank you for your efforts in the past. 
I wish I could say that’s all that we have to 
now do. But I'll just consider that you’re 
going to be just as active and working just 
as hard in the near future when the holi- 
days are over and the Congress is back in 
session. 

Thank you all, again, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 3:03 p.m. in 
the State Dining Room at the White House. 


National Commission on Social Security 
Reform 





Executive Order 12397. 
December 23, 1982 





By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and laws of the 
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United States of America, and specifically 
the Federal Advisory Committee Act, as 
amended (5 U.S.C. App. I), it is hereby or- 
dered that Section 2(b) of Executive Order 
No. 12335, establishing the National Com- 
mission on Social Security Reform, is hereby 
amended to provide as follows: 

“The Commission shall make its report to 
the President by January 15, 1983.”. 


Ronald Reagan 
The White House, 
December 23, 1982. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 1:21 p.m., December 23, 1982) 


Adjournment of the 97th Congress 





Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session With Reporters. 
December 23, 1982 





The President. Good morning. Are we on 
already? 

Q. Yes, we are. 

The President. We are. All right. [Laugh- 
ter] 

Q. Please go ahead. 

The President. All right. Well, we just had 
some excellent news from Capitol Hill. The 
Senate has voted to end the filibuster and 
has taken final, favorable action on the high- 
way improvement revenue legislation. And 
before the stampede to the airport starts, 
I'd like to take a moment to congratulate 
the Members of the 97th Congress for their 
accomplishments while in this postelection 
session. They’ve dealt with some very diffi- 
cult issues and put in some very long hours, 
when they, like so many other Americans, 
have been anxious to return home for the 
holidays. 

In passing this highway revenue legisla- 
tion the Congress made a very important 
contribution to the quality of transportation 
in America and to the mobility that we 
sometimes take for granted. This bill, which 
I look forward to signing, will speed the 
repair of our aging roads, bridges, and tran- 
sit systems, and accelerate work on the un- 


completed portions of the Interstate 
System. 

It’s a credit to leaders of both parties and 
to the hard work of many Congressmen and 
Senators on both sides of the aisle that this 
legislation was passed during this session. I 
applaud the Congress for their bipartisan 
support to ensure that our roads and transit 
systems are safe, efficient, and in good 
repair. 

In addition, this bill will provide up to 6 
additional weeks of benefits to unemployed 
workers who have used up all their weeks 
of unemployment insurance. These addi- 
tional weeks of benefits will put more than 
a half billion dollars in the hands of long- 
term unemployed workers between now 
and March 3lst, 1983. 

The Congress also adopted full-year fund- 
ing for the Government, the first time it 
has done so in 3 years. While still only in 
the form of a continuing resolution, this 
action will allow us to get right to work on 
the 1984 budget in January. By starting on 
time next year, we'll have a chance to finish 
on time and end this era of government by 
continuing resolution. This alone more than 
justified the Congress returning after 
Thanksgiving. 

Members also resisted pressure from 
many special interests to pad the budget 
with unwarranted pork-barrel projects. Un- 
fortunately they failed to fully fund produc- 
tion of the Peacekeeper missile, and only 
one House overwhelmingly approved the 
Caribbean Basin Initiative. However, as I’ve 
said, initial missile deployment will be possi- 
ble during debate of a permanent basing 
system, and the CBI will be high on our 
legislative agenda for next year. 

Again, I would like to thank the leaders 
and the Members of Congress for their hard 
work, and wish them all—and all of you—a 
very merry Christmas. 


Foreign Policy 


Q. Mr. President, it’s been a turbulent 
year around the world—three major wars, 
one of them still being fought. Do you feel, 
when you look back, that you were able to 
set your own agenda this year, that you 
devoted much more time and energy react- 
ing to foreign crises? And what do you con- 
sider your greatest accomplishments? 
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The President. Well, I haven’t thought 
about it much in that line, except that we 
can say that in this year, and even in the 
preceding year, the Soviet Union has not 
advanced further in its expansionism than it 
had 2 years ago. It has not gone into addi- 
tional countries. I think we have made 
great progress with regard to our relation- 
ship with our allies in Europe and Japan, 
and more recently—although we began 
earlier—with our neighbors here in the 
Western Hemisphere. And I think that the 
initiative that we’ve taken in the Middle 
East is probably the greatest accomplish- 
ment, and I have great hopes for that. If we 
can bring peace to that very troubled area, 
I think we will have made a very great 
accomplishment. 

Q. And disappointments? 

The President. What? 

Q. Disappointments? 

The President. Well, you always have 
some disappointments. Every time you send 
something up to the legislature, you don’t 
quite get what you wish you’d gotten. 


Conservatives in Congress 


Q. Mr. President, speaking of those disap- 
pointments, what about the conservative fili- 
buster? They’ve frustrated you and the rest 
of the country for several days on this gaso- 
line tax, and in particular, also brought 
down any chance of the Caribbean Basin 
Initiative. Aren’t you frustrated and angry 
with the conservatives? And what does it 
mean for the future leadership in the 
coming Congress? 

The President. Well, I've been dealing 
with legislators for 10 years, and so I’m not 
too surprised by things that happen. With 
regard to making any specific comment on 
this, they have their own rules. They abide 
by them. And I respect the separation of 
powers. 

Q. Well, can’t you just say how you feel 
about the tactics that were employed? Sena- 
tor Simpson of your party spoke out; there 
have been other Republicans who've 
spoken out. Doesn’t it say something that’s 
not very positive about the conservatives in 
your party? 

The President. | would rather add, gener- 
ally—if I had a criticism to make, it would 
be on the whole subject of the budgeting 
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process in the Federal Government. And 
believe me, it is in need of reform. 

You'll realize that this, as I say, is the first 
time in 3 years—and we're already 3 
months into the fiscal year—this is the first 
time in those 3 years that we have had a 
spending bill that is in conformity with the 
budget resolution and that has been passed 
clear to the end of the year. And I am one 
that’s old-fashioned enough to believe that 
the day the fiscal year begins, the budget of 
the Government should be in place, ap- 
proved, and signed by the President. 


Budget Deficit 


Q. Mr. President, there are reports ow 
that the deficit could go as high as $190 
billion, that you have a report from your 
own economists predicting that this is possi- 
ble. Is this true? And what can you tell the 
American people about the budget that 
keeps growing and growing—you just can’t 
seem to get control of it? 

The President. | have spoken to the fact 
that the budget has a number of areas that 
are uncontrollable, principally in the enti- 
tlements, where the legislation that origi- 
nally created the programs automatically 
provided for increases in them—and with- 
out any further legislation. And we’re look- 
ing at that as we go forward with the 84 
budgeting process. 

Also, there is the item of interest on the 
national debt, which is—there’s no way that 
anyone can say we won't pay that; you have 
to pay what’s due. And when you stop to 
think how small the deficits would be if it 
weren't for those long years of deficit 
spending that have resulted in more than a 
hundred billion dollars—the interest on the 
debt is higher than the entire Government 
budget was not too many years ago. And 
this is what I mean about the entire budget- 
ing process. 

But I think we have made great progress 
in reducing the rate of increase in spend- 
ing. We’re bringing that rate down, hope- 
fully to the point that it will match the rate 
of increase that comes with natural growth 
in revenues. But right now you have an 
added factor: The greatest single factor is 
the recession. You have millions of people 
who are not paying taxes who normally do, 
and, at the same time, many of those 
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people are now receiving benefits from 
government. And this has added to the cost 
and reduced the expected revenue. 

But on this budget—particular thing—no, 
we have not done that, and I am slated in 


January to come forth with an estimate of 


what the deficit will be. And it has to be based 
on projections. And I know that the projec- 
tions we ourselves have made, based on the 


soundest of economic advice, a number of 


times in these last 2 years have been 
proven to be incorrect, because they have 
not been able to predict unexpected hap- 
penings, such as this unemployment that 
I’ve just been talking about. And I would 
think that it would make us all cautious 
about the idea that, even though the law 
forces us to project several years ahead 
what’s going to happen, the truth of the 
matter is no one can intelligently project 


The Middle East 


Q. Mr. President, you talk about the 


Middle East in terms of being a greatest 
accomplishment. Yet, your guest King Hus- 
sein here at the White House today is still 
reluctant to enter the process. The peace 


plan you put on the table September Ist 
remains there. What gives you hope in the 
Middle East? And will it take a change in 
the government in Israel to bring about 
some progress? 

The President. No. 1 don’t believe that 
And I think we are making progress. I don’t 
think that just having announced the idea 
September Ist indicates that this is long 
overdue when you stop to think how many 
years this trouble has been going on there 

Now, I think we’re making progress in 
the first step, which has to be the total re- 
moval of the forces from Lebanon. And 
King Hussein and myself, our people and 
his who are here with him—we have made 
great progress in this. And I think his cour- 
age in being willing to join in this process 
is—and participate as he has already—is to 
be commended. 

But I have another meeting scheduled 
with him this afternoon before he leaves, 
and I'll have a statement to make then, at 
his departure time. 

Q. Will King Hussein do more? 

The President. What? 

Q. Will King Hussein enter the process 
even more? 


The President. 1 can’t comment at this 
time—until we’ve concluded our meetings. 


Unemployment 


Q. Mr. President, it’s Christmastime 
again. Millions of Americans remain out of 
work. What message can you give them 
specifically now? And when can they look 
for some help? 

The President. | am convinced that this 
coming year, 1983, is going to see a definite 
upturn. I wish that I could promise that 
unemployment would instantly respond, 
but we know from seven previous experi- 
ences since World War II that it doesn’t. It’s 
the slowest thing in recovering. 

But I would like to say to all the Ameri- 
can people the evidence of the last few 
days of the neighborly spirit in America cer- 
tainly must have been personally gratifying 
to every one of us all across this country— 
the efforts that have been made to help 
those neighbors of ours. 

The other thing that I would like to sug- 
gest to the whole business community—I 
know that there are some businesses that, 
themselves, are faced with troubles and 
can’t do this, but if a lot of businesses would 
take a look and see if they could hire just 
one person, it'd be interesting to see how 
much we could reduce those unemploy- 
ment rolls. And there must be some that 
can’t, I know, because of their own trou- 
bles. But there must be others that could 
probably do even more than one—but if 
everyone would just simply look at it from 
the standpoint there are more businesses in 
the United States than there are unem- 
ployed. 

Q. Are you frustrated by the inability of 
your administration to turn this unemploy- 
ment situation around? 

The President. No, because I think that 
we have put in place a sound program— 
and for the first time that this has been 
done in a number of decades—that is going 
to lead to a sound recovery. 

The problem of unemployment has been 
plaguing us for a number of years. It’s been 
a kind of a yo-yo, up and down, and yet 
each time that it goes up, it never has come 
back down to where it was before the eco- 
nomic crisis or upset. And this time we’re 
trying to get an economic recovery that will 
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see a sound recovery and a lasting recovery, 
not just a temporary—as I’ve called it— 
quick fix. 

Q. Mr. President, I have heard you say on 
several occasions that there were Christ- 
mastimes when you were growing up when 
it was very tough sledding around holiday 
time, and that your father lost a job. And I 
wonder what you think the reaction of your 
father and mother might have been if the 
Congress of that period had passed a $5 
billion bill that would have gotten him back 
to work right away, when you were a little 
fellow? 

The President. Well, I’ve always thought 
that my father, God rest his soul, had the 
common sense that he would know that 
temporary fixes wouldn’t work. As a matter 
of fact, when he finally did get a job it 
happened to be for the government, in 
which he and the county supervisor of poor 
shared a secretary, and were in charge of 
the help—and they called it relief in those 
days—for the people in our community. 

But my father, on his own and without 
any instructions from government—because 
there was no such thing at that time, I 
mean, as a program—my father went out 
into the community on his own, single- 
handedly, and got everybody in our town 
that had any kind of work at all, part-time 
or anything else, to give him the handling 
of the jobs. And then, as our friends and 
neighbors who had to have help at that 
time would come in to him, weekly, for this 
relief. He had them all arranged alphabeti- 
cally, and he would name off a list that he 
could tell them, “How would you like to 
have some work for X number of days or a 
week?”—or whatever it was—and they ea- 
gerly jumped at it and took that work. 

And I sat there myself in his office and 
heard men coming in and say, “When is it 
going to be my turn; when do you get to 
my name again? It’s been a long time since 
I've had some work.” And guess what? The 
Federal Government then intervened and 
figured it out that they couldn’t take that 
work, because if they took that work, they 
were denied relief and then had to go 
through the entire formal process of apply- 
ing for relief again. And that took longer 
than the amount of work that they’d had. 
So, they were forced onto permanent relief. 
They couldn’t work. 
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Deputy Press Secretary Roussel. Thank 
you, Mr. President. 

Reporters. Thank you, Mr. President. 

The President. Listen, I tell you, I know 
there are a lot more hands, and I'll try to 
see you more often. But I am now 31 min- 
utes late for lunch with the Vice President 
and you know how irritated George can 
get. [Laughter] So, I'd better get back up 
there to lunch. 

Q. Merry Christmas, Mr. President. 

The President. Merry Christmas to all of 
you. 

Q. How’s Mrs. Reagan? 

The President. What? 

Q. How is Mrs. Reagan feeling? 

The President. Just fine, fine. And it is 
just as minor and insignificant as you’ve all 
been kind enough to say—no further treat- 
ment needed or anything else. 

Q. Have you seen your electric trains? 

The President. 1 run it. [Laughter] Yes, 
they gave me quite a package. I’ve never 
seen one that tiny. 

Reporters. Thank you, Mr. President. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:10 p.m. in the 
Briefing Room at the White House. 


President’s Foreign Intelligence 
Advisory Board 





Appointment of Alan Greenspan as a 
Member. December 23, 1982 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint Alan Greenspan to be a 
member of the President’s Foreign Intelli- 
gence Advisory Board. This is an initial ap- 
pointment. 

Dr. Greenspan is chairman and president 
of Townsend-Greenspan and Co., Inc., in 
New York City. He is presently serving as 
Chairman of the National Commission on 
Social Security Reform. He is a member of 
Time magazine’s board of economists and a 
member of the board of overseers of the 
Hoover Institution (Stanford University). 
From 1974-1977, he served as Chairman of 
the President’s Council of Economic Advis- 
ers in Washington under President Ford. 
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He served on the Executive Committee of 


the Economic Policy Board and the Domes- 
tic Council, the White House, in 1974- 
1977; the National Commission on Supplies 
and Shortages in 1974-1977; the Commis- 
sion on an All-\olunteer Armed Force in 
1969-1970; and the Task Force on Econom- 
ic Growth in 1969. 

He graduated from New York University 
(B.S., 1948; M.A., 1950; Ph. D., 1977). He 
resides in New York City and was born 
March 6, 1926. 


South Pacific Commission 


Appointment of Frank D. Yturria as U.S 
Alternate Representative. 
December 23, 1982 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint Frank D. Yturria to be an 
Alternate Representative of the United 
States of America on the South Pacific 
Commission for a term of 2 years. He will 
succeed Myron B. Thompson. 

Since 1973 Mr. Yturria has been 
owner and operator of Family Ranching 
Operations in Texas. He is also chairman of 
the board for Texas Bank and Trust of 
Brownsville. He was Collector of Customs 
in 1953 under President Eisenhower and 
was reappointed Collector of Customs in 
1956 after service in the Far East during 
the Korean war. 

He graduated from Texas A&M Universi- 
ty (B.S., 1947) and the University of the 
Philippines (M.A., 1956). He is married, has 
two children, and resides in Brownsville, 
Tex. He was born June 29, 1923. 


sole 


Meeting With King Hussein I of Jordan 





Remarks Following the Meeting. 
December 23, 1982 





The President. Your Majesty, we’ve had 
extremely productive talks, and I think 
we've made significant progress toward 


peace. We have initiated a dialog from 
which we should not consider turning back. 

Much work remains to be done, and the 
road ahead is tough. But it’s the right road, 
and I remain optimistic that direct negotia- 
tions for a just resolution of the Palestinian 
problem in the context of a real and endur- 
ing peace is within our reach. 

Your visit has served as a reminder that 
the bonds of friendship that link Jordan and 
the United States are as strong as ever. And 
I am gratified as well by the warmth and 
good will which characterize our personal 
relationship. 

I hope we can build on these bases in the 
weeks and months ahead to achieve the ob- 
jective—enduring peace—which we and 
our people so fully share. 

Your Majesty, I wish you a safe trip and 
look forward to our next meeting. 

The King. Mr. President, I thank you 
once again, sir, for the privilege and pleas- 
ure I’ve had, together with my party from 


Jordan, of meeting you, sir, and being with 


our friends at this very important, historical 
point in time in terms of our common 
hopes, in terms of the future of the area I 
come from, and the future of generations to 
come. 

To the skeptics, I would like to say that it 
has been, in my view, a very successful 
visit. I believe, sir, that we have an under- 
standing of each other’s views better than 
at any time in the past. 

I can also seek to advise our friends that 


Jordan has been committed for the cause of 


establishing a just and durable peace. This 
has been our record since 67. This was re- 
emphasized by the first summit, represent- 
ing the view and the consensus of the 
entire Arab world. And I hope that I’ve 
been able on this visit to assure you, sir, and 
our friends, of our determination to do all 
in our power for the establishment of a just 
and durable peace in the Middle East. 

We will go back to our area. We will be 
in close contact over the coming period 
with our brethren there. There is much 
that we will take back with us, and we hope 
to be in touch again. I hope to have the 
privilege and pleasure of being with you, 
sir, before too long. 

Rest assured of our commitment to the 
cause of future generations, their rights to 
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live in peace and security in our entire 
area. I hope that we can contribute our 
share for a better, safer, more stable life for 
generations to come in the Middle East. 

Thank you so much, sir, for your many 
kindnesses and your warm welcome. And 
may I also wish you a very Merry Christmas 
and a very Happy New Year, sir. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:42 p.m. on 
the South Grounds of the White House. 
Earlier, the President and the King met 
in the Oval Office with a group of US. 
officials and then in the Cabinet Room 
with members of the Jordanian delegation. 


Joint Commission on the Environment 





Appointment of Paul D. Guth as US. 
Representative. December 23, 1982 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint Paul D. Guth to be a Repre- 
sentative of the United States of America on 
the Joint Commission on the Environment 
established by the Panama Canal Treaty of 


1977. He will succeed Charles R. Ford. 

Since 1956 Mr. Guth has been with the 
firm of Blank, Rome, Comisky & McCauley 
in Philadelphia, Pa., and became a partner 
in 1961. He graduated from the University 
of Pennsylvania, Wharton School (BS., 
1953) and the University of Pennsylvania 
Law School (LL.B., 1956). He is married, 
has three children, and resides in New 
Hope, Pa. He was born July 19, 1932. 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





December 20 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—members of the White House staff; 
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—a group of his advisers for a budget 
review session; 

—Secretary of State George P. Shultz, 
who reported to the President on his 
recently completed trip to Europe. 


December 21 
The President met at the White House 
with: 
—members of the White House staff; 
—Ambassador Philip C. Habib, the Presi- 
dent’s Special Representative for the 
Middle East, Secretary of State Shultz, 
Deputy Secretary of State Kenneth W. 
Dam, William P. Clark, Assistant to the 
President for National Security Affairs, 
and Robert C. McFarlane, Deputy As- 
sistant to the President for National Se- 
curity Affairs. 


December 22 
The President met at the White House 
with: 
—members of the White House staff; 
—the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 


December 23 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—members of the White House staff; 

—the Cabinet Council on Management 

and Administration; 

—the Vice President, for lunch. 

The President recess appointed John C. 
Miller as a member of the National Labor 
Relations Board, vice John Harold Fanning. 
The President also intends to designate him 
as Chairman. On December 1, the Presi- 
dent nominated Mr. Miller to be General 
Counsel of the Federal Labor Relations Au- 
thority. The Senate adjourned without 
taking action on the nomination. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





Note: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this issue. 








Checklist 
of White House Press Release 





The foliowing list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary which are not 
included in this issue. 


Released December 18 


Announcement: 

Submission to the President of the report of 
Emergency Board No. 198 to investigate a 
rail labor dispute. 


Released December 20 


Announcement: 
Formation of the President’s Council for In- 
ternational Youth Exchange 


Released December 23 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on the second 6-month 
report to the President by the President's 
Council on Integrity and Efficiency—by 
Counsellor to the President Edwin Meese 
III and Joseph R. Wright, Jr., Chairman of 
the Council and Deputy Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved December 17 ' 


H.J. Res. 595 / Public Law 97-368 

A joint resolution designating December 11, 
1982, as “Fiorello H. La Guardia Memorial 
Day”. 


Approved December 18 


H.R. 7019 / Public Law 97-369 
Department of Transportation and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 1983. 


‘This act was not received in time for 
inclusion in last week’s issue. 
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Acts Approved—Continued 
Approved December 18 —Continued 


H.R. 7072 / Public Law 97-370 

An act making appropriations for Agricul- 
ture, Rural Development, and _ Related 
Agencies programs for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 1983, and for other 
purposes. 


Approved December 20 


H.R. 6403 / Public Law 97-371 

An act to provide for the use and distribu- 
tion of funds to the Wyandot Tribe of Indi- 
ans in docket 139 before the Indian Claims 
Commission and docket 141 before the 
United States Court of Claims, and for other 
purposes. 


H.R. 5795 / Public Law 97-372 

An act to provide for the use and distribu- 
tion of the funds awarded to the Shawnee 
Tribe of Indians in dockets 64, 335, and 338 by 
the Indian Claims Commission and docket 
64-A by the United States Court of Claims, 
and for other purposes. 


S. 2177 / Public Law 97-373 

An act to amend title III of the Colorado 
River Basin Project Act, Public Law 90-537 
(82 Stat. 885), as amended by Public Law 
95-578 (92 Stat. 2471), and Public Law 96- 
375 (94 Stat. 1505). 


S. 764 / Public Law 97-374 

An act to provide for protection of the John 
Sack cabin, Targhee National Forest in the 
State of Idaho. 


Approved December 21 


H.R. 6005 / Public Law 97-375 
Congressional Reports Elimination Act of 
1982. 


H.R. 5553 / Public Law 97-376 

An act to provide for the use and disposi- 
tion of Miami Indians judgment funds in 
dockets 124-B and 254 before the United 
States Court of Claims, and for other pur- 
poses. 
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Acts Approved—Continued 
Approved December 21—Continued 


H.Jj. Res. 631 / Public Law 97-377 

A joint resolution making further continu- 
ing appropriations and providing for pro- 
ductive employment for the fiscal year 
1983, and for other purposes. 


Approved December 22 
H.R. 7144 


District of 
1983. 


Public Law 97-378 


Columbia Appropriation Act, 


H.R. 6417 / Public Law 97-379 
An act to amend Public Law 96-432 relat- 
ing to the United States Capitol Grounds. 


S. 1444 / Public Law 97-380 
An act to authorize the Administrator of 
General Services to donate to State and 
local governments certain Federal personal 
property loaned to them for civil defense 
use, and for other purposes. 


S. 1681 / Public Law 97-381 

An act to designate the southern Nevada 
water project the “Robert B. Griffith Water 
Project”. 


S. 1894 / Public Law 97-382 
Indian Mineral Development Act of 1982. 


Acts Approved—Continued 
Approved December 22—Continued 


S. 2034 / Public Law 97-383 

An act to designate the lock and dam 
known as the Jones Bluff Lock and Dam, 
located on the Alabama River, as the 
“Robert F. Henry Lock and Dam”. 


S. 2710 / Public Law 97-384 

An act to establish the Charles C. Deam 
Wilderness in the Hoosier National Forest, 
Indiana. 


Approved December 23 


H.R. 2329 / Public Law 97-385 

An act conferring jurisdiction on certain 
courts of the United States to hear and render 
judgment in connection with certain claims of 
the Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma. 


H.R. 4364 / Public Law 97-386 

An act to declare that the United States 
holds in trust for the Pascua Yaqui Tribe of 
Arizona certain land in Pima County, Arizo- 
na. 


S. 2611 / Public Law 97-387 


An act to amend the Peace Corps Act. 


S. 3073 / Public Law 97-388 

An act to provide for the distribution within 
the United States of the United States Infor- 
mation Agency film entitled “Dumas 
Malone: A Journey With Mr. Jefferson”. 
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Nutrition program—1607 
Voluntarism—1467, 1495 
China, relations with U.S.—1270 
Christmas Pageant of Peace—1629 
Christmas Seal Month, National—1426 
“Christmas in Washington”—1635 
Circuit judge, U.S.—1636, 1637 
Cities, National League of—1531, 1550, 1551 
Citizens Medal, Presidential—1453, 1473 
Civil Aeronautics Board—1316, 1580, 1608 
Civil rights 
See also Minorities 
Administration policies—1254, 1378 
Busing. See Education 
Claims Court, U.S.—1473, 
1526, 1608, 1610 
Clean air. See Environment 
Coast Guard, U.S. See Transportation, Depart- 
ment of 
Coastal Barrier Resources Act—1340 
College of Surgeons, American—1473 
Colleges and universities 
See also specific institution; Education 
Administration policies—1344 
Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC)—1258 
Student loans—1254, 1310 
Colombia 
Ambassador, U.S.—1605, 1609 
Caribbean Basin Initiative—1439, 1531, 1567, 
1572, 1575 


National—1378, 


Association of— 


1508, 1509, 1525, 
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Colombia—Continued 
Drug trafficking prevention 
1568 
Economy—1568 
Elections—1440, 1542, 1547 
Free Elections Conference, participation—1354 
President—1406, 1530, 1566, 1610 
President’s visit—1530, 1566, 1610 
Relations with U.S.—1530, 1547, 1615 
Colorado, satellite broadcasts—1331, 1345 
Columbia. See Space shuttle 
Commerce, Department of 
Agricultural policies—1318 
Budget—1550 
Minority Business Development Agency—1632, 
1633 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Na- 
tional—1628 
Productivity, Technology 
Office of —1274 
Secretary—1343, 1366, 1389, 1457 
Standards, National Bureau of—1274 
Steel import levels—1490 
Technical Information Service, National—1274 
Commerce, international 
Administration policies—1343, 1359, 
1636 
East-West trade—1430, 1465, 1475, 1476, 1483 
Exports, U.S.—1252, 1255, 1277, 1283, 1317, 
1361, 1380, 1419, 1472, 1511, 1534 
Free trade—1511, 1557, 1564, 1568, 
1574 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT)}—1485, 1489, 1543, 1548, 1555, 1557, 
1568, 1607 
Generalized 
1385 
Imports, U.S.—1346, 1366, 1367, 1380, 1397, 
1452, 1489, 1548, 1551, 1554 
Tariff Schedules of the U.S.—1397, 1420, 1548 
Trade agreements program—1508, 1509 
Commission. See other part of title 
Committee. See other part of title 
Commodity Credit Corporation. See Agriculture, 
Department of 
Communication Agency, International. See Infor- 
mation Agency, U.S. 
Communications 
Development—1625 
Radio broadcasting, international—1442 
Communications Year 1983, World. See World 
Communications Year 1983 
Comoros, Ambassador to U.S.—1525 
Conference. See other part of title 
Congress 
House Speaker. See Speaker of House of Repre- 
sentatives 
Lameduck session—1536 
Members, meetings with President. See Digest 
at end of each issue 
Pay rates—1288, 1388 
Senate majority dinner—1595, 1610 


efforts—1547, 


and __s Innovation, 


1511, 


1572, 


(GSP)— 
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Connecticut, emergency board investigation of 
rail service—1274 
Conservation 
See also Environment 
Coastal barriers—1340 
Energy. See Energy 
Conservation Tillage Exposition-——1361n. 
Constitutional amendment, balanced Federal 
budget. See Budget, Federal 
Construction industry—1321, 1329, 1530, 1535, 
1536, 1538 
Consumer Cooperative Bank, National—1378 
Continuing Education, National Advisory Council 
on—1354 
Contract Disputes Act of 1978—1321 
Convention. See other part of title 
Conventional weapons. See Arms and munitions 
Copyright Royalty Tribunal—1439, 1508 
Corporation. See other part of title 
Costa Rica 
Ambassador, U.S.—1433 
Ambassador to U.S.—1433 
Elections—1440, 1542, 1547, 1573 
Extradition treaty with U.S. See Law enforce- 
ment and crime 
Foreign Minister—1433 
Free Elections Conference, 
1354, 1432 
President—1354, 1406, 1432, 1524, 1547, 1565, 
1569n., 1573, 1575, 1610 
President's visit—1565, 1569, 1572, 1575, 1610 
San José Conference. See San José Conference 
Council. See other part of title 
Courts, U.S. 
See also specific U.S. court 
Pay rates—1288, 1388 
Crime. See Law enforcement and crime 
Criminal Justice Reform Act—1258 
Cuba 
Latin 
1544 
Radio Marti. See Radio Marti 
Customs Service, U.S. See Treasury, Department 
of the 
Cyprus 
Jonflict resolution—1550, 1553 
President—1553 
Special Representative on Cyprus, U.S. See 
State, Department of 


participation— 


American involvement—1439, 1440, 


Defense, Department of 

See also specific military department 

MX missile deployment plan—1621, 1634 

Assistant Secretaries—1379, 1437, 1598 

Budget—1472, 1584 

Deputy Secretary—1437, 
1608 

Drug enforcement—1313 

Joint Chiefs of Staff—1592, 1604 

Labor-management relations, overseas activi- 
ties—1436, 1437 

Nuclear material protection—1352 

Secretary—1279, 1379, 1437, 1481, 1524, 1597, 
1607 


1579, 1581, 1598, 


Defense, Department of-—Continued 
Under Secretary—1437 
Defense and national security 
See also Arms and munitions 
Administration polictes—1257, 1258, 1260, 
1262, 1419, 1454, 1475, 1515, 1596, 1603, 
1616 
Expenditures—1383, 1421, 1460, 1472, 1494, 
1518, 1580, 1581, 1584, 1603 
Delaware, emergency board investigation of rail 
service—1274 
Denmark, Prime Minister—1508, 1635 
Department. See other part of title 
Depository institutions. See Banking 
Developing countries 
Administration policies—1543 
Autonomy—1485 
Economies—1558, 1562, 1564, 1568 
Generalized System 6f Preferences. See Com- 
merce, internationat 
Development, Agency for International. See De- 
velopment Cooperation Agency, U.S. Interna- 
tional 
Development Cooperation Agency, U.S. Interna- 
tional 
Director—1512 
International Development, Agency for—1355, 
1415, 1447, 1512 
Overseas Private 
1490, 1509 
Diabetes Month, National—1425 
Disabled American Veterans—1260n. 
Disarmament in Europe, Conference on—1483 
Disaster declarations. See specific State 
District of Columbia, Superior Court of the. See 
Superior Court of the District of Columbia 
District judges, U.S. See specific State 
Dr. Robert H. Goddard Day—1266 
Dominican Republic, elections—1547 
Drug Abuse, and Mental Health Administration, 
Alcohol. See Health and Human Services, De- 
partment of 
Drug Abuse Policy Office. See Policy Develop- 
ment, Office of 
Drug Enforcement Administration. See Justice, 
Department of 
Drugs and narcotics. See Law enforcement and 
crime 
Drunk Driving, Presidential Commission on— 
1618 
Drunk driving programs. See Motor vehicles 
Drunk and Drugged Driving Awareness Week, 
National—1618, 1619, 1636 


“E Star” Award—1255, 1283, 1361 

Eagle Award, American—1279 

East-West trade. See Commerce, international 

Economic Advisers, Council of —1279, 1322, 1550 

Economic Opportunity, :National Advisory Coun- 
cil on—1507 

Economic recovery program—1250, 1253, 1257, 
1261, 1263, 1268-1272, 1277, 1283, 1292, 1293, 


Investment Corporation— 





Economic recovery program—Continued 
1303, 1306, 1318, 1319, 1330, 1332, 1334, 
1335, 1339, 1342, 1347, 1349-1351, 1360, 1364, 
1369, 1383, 1389, 1390, 1392, 1400, 1403, 
1410, 1412, 1417, 1420, 1422, 1428, 1429, 
1445, 1460, 1462, 1492, 1502, 1522, 1533, 
1536-1538, 1546, 1556, 1563, 1566, 1596, 1630, 
1631, 1635 
Economy, national. See specific subject area; Eco- 
nomic recovery program 
Ecuador, U.S. Ambassador—1423, 1442 
Education 
See also Colleges and universities 
Busing—1254 
Prayer in schools—1258, 1392, 1404, 1422 
Tuition tax credits. See Taxation 
Education, Department of 
Assistant Secretaries—1398, 1508 
Deputy Under Secretary—1442 
Education, National Institute of —1273, 1379 
Handicapped Research, National Institute of— 
1273, 1379 
Secretary—1310 
Education, National Institute of 
Department of 
Egypt 
Foreign Minister—1472 
President—1607 
El] Salvador 
Elections—1440, 1542, 1547, 1570 
Free Elections Conference, participation—1354 
Human rights—1569, 1570 
Internal situation—1542, 1570 
Military aid, U.S.—1440, 1569, 1574 
President—1524, 1569 
Elderly. See Aged 
Elections 
Campaign appearances. See specific State 
Economic recovery program, impact—1270 
Foreign countries. See specific country 
Funding—1272 
Political appointees, reception—1607 
Predictions by President—1333, 1346 
Reelection, President’s—1614 
Regional political directors, 1980 Presidential 
campaign—1441 
Results—1427, 1428, 1441, 1443 
Satellite broadcasts—1322, 1329, 1341, 1380 
Electrical Workers, International Brotherhood 
of—1489 
Emergency Energy Conservation Act—1607 
Employment and unemployment 
Administration policies—1259, 
1459, 1502, 1530, 1535, 1536, 
1629 
Agriculture. See Agriculture 
Enterprise zones. See Enterprise zones 
Job training for unemployed—1252, 
1272, 1277, 1284, 1302, 1323, 1414, 
1460, 1501, 1534 
Older workers. See Aged 


See Education, 


1283, 
1538, 


1294, 
1597, 


1255, 
1421, 
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Employment and unemployment—Continued 
Public works program—1251, 1252, 1421, 
1493, 1597 
Recovery program, relationship. See Economic 
recovery program 
Structural unemployment—1502, 1503, 1505 
Unemployment benefits—1277 
Endowment for the Humanities, National. See 
Arts and the Humanities, National Foundation 
on the 
=nergy 
Administration policies—1345 
Conservation—1321, 1329 
Natural gas—1343, 1363, 1475, 1476, 1483 
Nuclear energy—1345, 1537 
Oil—1338, 1346, 1359, 1458, 1462, 1507, 1509, 
1522, 1523, 1530, 1535, 1538, 1551, 1554, 
1606 
“nergy, Department of 
Assistant Secretaries—1451, 1508 
Budget—15384 
Dismantling—1337 
Legislation implementation—1607 
Secretary—1390, 1438, 1507, 1508 
“nergy Conservation Act, Emergency. See Emer- 
gency Energy Conservation Act 
“nergy Emergency Preparedness Act of 1982— 
1606 
Enterprise Institute for Public Policy Research, 
American—1354 
Enterprise zones—1272, 1294, 1303, 1309, 1445, 
1460, 1493, 1503, 1504, 1535, 1536, 1566, 1631 
Entitlement programs. See specific program 
Environment 
See also Conservation 
Administration policies—1376 
Clean air—1310, 1321, 1329, 1445 
Research and development—1376 
Environment, Joint Commission on the. See Joint 
Commission on the Environment 
Environmental Protection Agency—1376 
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission— 
1500, 1509 
Europe Parliamentary 
1433 
European Communities—1366, 1367, 1380, 1489, 
1635 
European Parliament—1433 
Executive Office of the President. See specific 
unit 
Export-Import Bank of the United States—1252 
Export Trading Company Act—1251, 1252, 1277, 
1283, 1502, 1534 
Exports, U.S. See Commerce, international 
Expositions, Bureau of International—1457 


Assembly, Council of— 


Falkland Islands. See South Atlantic situation 

Family Week, National—1465 

Farm-City Week, National—1302 

Farmers Home Administration. See Agriculture, 
Department of 

Farming. See Agriculture 
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Federal. See other part of title 

Federalism. See State and local governments 

Fifty States Project—1313 

Financial institutions. See Banking 

Financing Bank, Federal—1636 

Fiorello H. La Guardia Memorial Day—1633 

Firemen and Oilers, International Brotherhood 
of—1489 

Florida 
Attorney, U.S.—1636, 1637 
Drug trafficking—1249, 1312, 1337, 1496, 1497 
Miami Citizens Against Crime—1497, 1509 
President's visit—1496, 1497, 1507, 1509 
Republican Party—1323 
Satellite broadcast—1349 
South Florida Task Force—1496, 1497, 1509, 

1546 

Food and Agricultural Development, Board for 
International—1523 

Food Day, World. See World Food Day 

Food stamps—1257, 1344, 1403, 1607 

Foreign Claims Settlement Commission of the 
U.S. See Justice, Department of 

Foreign policy 
See also specific country and subject area 
Administration policies—1258 

Foreign Service. See State, Department of 

Foundation. See other part of title 

France, trade with U.S.—1489 

Free Elections, Conference 
1432, 1433, 1440, 1445, 1565 

Freedom, Presidential Medal of —1394 


on—1354, 1406, 


GATT. See Commerce, international 

Gabon, Ambassador to U.S.—1525 

Garn-St Germain depository institutions bill— 
1319, 1323 

Gas, natural. See Energy 

Gas pipeline, Soviet. See Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics 

Gasoline. See Energy, oil 

General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. See 
Commerce, international 

Generalized System of Preferences. See Com- 
merce, international 

Georgia, satellite broadcast—-1346 

German-American tricentennial—1479, 1481 

German Democratic Republic, U.S. Ambassa- 
dor—1472 

Germany, Federal Republic of 
Chancellor—1378, 1477, 1479, 1480, 1485 
President—1480, 1481 
Relations with U.S.—1477, 1481 
Vice Chancellor and Minister of Foreign Af- 

fairs—1378 

Goddard Day, Dr. Robert H. See Dr. Robert H. 
Goddard Day 

Government agencies and employees 
See also specific agency 
Drug abuse and trafficking prevention—1250 
Hiring freeze—1403, 1417 
Occupational safety and health program—1594, 

1595 


Government agencies and employees— 
Continued 

Pay rates—1288, 1323, 1388 

Procurement policies—1632 

Senior Executive Service—1524 

Waste and fraud elimination—1257, 1277 
Governors’ Association, National—1607 
Grain. See Agriculture; Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics 
Grants, Federal. See State and local governments 
Great American Family Awards program—1465 
Great Britain. See United Kingdom 
Greece, security negotiations with U.S.—1448 
Greek Orthodox Church—1279 
Guatemala 

Internal situation—1613 

Military aid, U.'S.—1613 

President—1524, 1577, 1610, 1613 

Relations with U.S.—1577 


Handicapped, National Council on the—1379 
Handicapped Research, National Institute of. See 
Education, Department of 
Hazardous materials, transportation—1442 
Hawaii 
Disaster declaration—1549 
Satellite broadcast—1343 
Head Start Awareness Month—1376 
Health Care Week, National Home. See Home 
Health Care Week, National 
Health and Human Services, Department of 
Aging, Administration on—1377 
Alcohol, Drug Abuse, and Mental Health Ad- 
ministration—1280 
Budget—1257, 1383, 1403, 1636 
Health and medical care 
Child nutrition program. 
youth 
Government employees. See 
agencies and employees 
Medicaid—1257 
Medicare—1257 
Highway Act, Federal-Aid—1538 
Highway Safety Act—1386 
Highways and bridges. See Transportation 
Holocaust Memorial Council, U.S.—1449 
Home Health Care Week, National—1486 
Home Loan Bank Board, Federal—1492 
Honduras 
Agricultural aid, U.'S.—1415, 1447 
Elections—1440, 1542, 1547 
Internal situation—1577 
Military aid, U.'S.—1440, 1574 
President—1508, 1524, 1570, 1577, 1610 
President's visit—1570, 1577, 1610 
Relations with U.S.—1548 
House of Representatives, Speaker. See Speaker 
of House of Representatives 
Housing—1253, 1259, 1263, 1320, 1344, 1347, 
1355, 1401, 1413, 1421, 1460, 1491, 1493, 1563 
Housing, President’s Commission on—1492 


See Children and 


Government 





Housing Administration, Federal. See Housing 
and Urban Development, Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, Department 
of 
Annual report—1507 
Assistant Secretary—1375ftn. 
Budget—1580, 1584 
Community development partnerships, nation- 
al recognition program—1593 
Home mortgage interest rates—1361 
Housing Administration, Federal—1636 
Secretary—1347, 1356 
Small business revitalization program—1375 
Housing Week, National—1355, 1356 
Human rights. See specific country or region; 
Civil rights 
Human Rights Day and Week. See Bill of Rights 
Day, Human Rights Day and Week 
Humanities, National Endowment for the. See 
Arts and the Humanities, National Foundation 
on the 
Humanities, National Foundation on the Arts and 
the. See Arts and the Humanities, National 
Foundation on the 
Hurricane Iwa—1550 


ICBM system. See Arms and munitions 
INF. See Intermediate-Range Nuclear Force 
Illinois 

Agriculture Department, director—1361n 


Chicago World’s Fair 1992. See Chicago 


World’s Fair 1992: Age of Discovery 


Disaster declaration—1635 
District judge, U.S.—1525, 1526 
Governor—1358, 1363, 1608 
President's visits—1358, 1362, 1380, 1505 
Satellite broadcast—1343 
Immigration and naturalization 
Administration policies—1537 
Amerasian children. See Children and youth 
Illegal immigrants—1550 
Immigration and Naturalization Service. See Jus- 
tice, Department of 
Imports, U.S. See Commerce, international 
“In Performance at the White House’”’—1471 
Independent Lebanon, Americans for an. See 
Lebanon, Americans for an Independent 
India 
Free Elections Conference, participation—1354 
Relations with Pakistan—1582, 1585 
Indian Education, National Advisory 
on—1620 
Indiana 
Governor—1608 
Satellite broadcast—1330, 1334 
Indonesia 
Ambassador, U.S.—1299, 1301, 1525 
President—1295, 1299 
Relations with U.S.—1295, 1299 
Indonesia, Intergovernmental Group of—1295 
Industrial Payroll Savings Committee, U.S.— 
1396n., 1407 
Industrialized countries, 
liamsburg Summit 


Council 


1983 summit. See Wil- 
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Industry. See specific industry; Business and in- 
dustry 
Inflation, recovery program, 
Economic recovery program 
Information Agency, U.S.—1315, 
1480, 1509, 1550 
Institute. See other part of title 
Inter-American Development Bank—1378, 1379, 
1543, 1545, 1568 
Inter-American Foundation—1587, 1608 
Interest rates 
Contractual claims—1321 
Recovery program, relationship. See Economic 
recovery program 
Intergovernmental Group of Indonesia. See Indo- 
nesia, Intergovernmental Group of 
Intergovernmental Relations, Advisory Commis- 
sion on—1524 
Interior, Department of the 
Budget-—1584, 1607 
Park Service, National—1607 
Reclamation, Bureau of—1636 
Secretary—1320, 1341] 
Intermediate-Range Nuclear Force (INF), negoti- 
ations—1260, 1262, 1463, 1519 
Internal Revenue Service. See Treasury, Depart- 
ment of the 
International. See other part of title 
Interstate Commerce Commission—1606, 1609 
Interstate Commission on the River 
Basin—1584 
Invest-in-America National Council—1279 
Investigation, Federal Bureau of. See Justice, De- 
partment of 
Iran 
Internal situation—1447 
U.S. national emergency declaration, followup 
reports—1423, 1447, 1448 
War with Iraq. See Middie East 
Iraq, war with Iran. See Middle East 
Israel 
President—1406, 1471 
Prime Minister—1441, 1460 
Relations with U.S.—1464 
Italy 
President—1406 
Prime Minister—1430, 1433 
Relations with U.S.—1430 
Trade with U.S.—1489 


relationship. See 


1355, 1442, 


Potomac 


Jamaica, Free Elections Conference, 
tion—1354 

Japan, Prime Minister—1607 

Job Training Partnership Act—1302, 1323, 1501, 
1534 

John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. 
See Smithsonian Institution 

Joint Chiefs of Staff. See Defense, Department of 

Joint Commission on the Environment—1354, 
1629 

Jordan 
Foreign Minister—1374n., 1378 
King—1471 


participa- 
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Judges, U.S. circuit. See Circuit judges, U.S. 
Judges, U.S. district. See specific State 
Justice, Department of 
Airline industry authorities—1316 
Associate Attorney General—1280, 1313, 1499 
Attorney General—1310, 1313, 1352, 1385, 


Attorneys, U.S. See specific State or territory 
Budget—1550, 1628 
Busing requirements—1254 
Crime prevention—1313, 1323, 1337, 1550 
Drug Enforcement Administration—1313, 1437 
Foreign Claims Settlement Commission of the 
U.S.—1425 
Immigration and Naturalization Service—1313 
Investigation, Federal Bureau of—1313, 1337 
Iran, claims settlement—1424 
Justice, National Institute of—1446, 1451 
Marshals, U.S. See specific State 
Marshals Service, U.S.—1313 
Parole Commission, U.S.—1398, 
1609 
Justice, National Institute of. See Justice, Depart- 
ment of 
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, Na- 
tional Advisory Commission on—1524 


1442, 1592, 


KC-10 tanker aircraft. See Aircraft and aviation 

Kansas, satellite broadcast—1335 

Kennedy Center. See Smithsonian Institution 

Kenya, Vice President’s visit. See Vice President, 
African visit 


La Guardia Memorial Day, Fiorello H. See Fior- 
ello H. La Guardia Memorial Day 
Labor, Department of 
Aged, employment—1377 
Occupational Safety and Health Administra- 
tion—1594, 1595 
Veterans assistance—1316 
Secretary—1388, 1525, 1541, 1595 
Special Assistant to Secretary—1525 
Labor issues. See specific agency or industry 
Labor Relations Authority, Federal—1438, 1516, 
1551 
Labor Relations Board, National—1516, 1526 
Lands, Federal. See Real property, Federal 
Latin America 
See also specific country 
Democracies—1544, 1573 
Economies—1562, 1567, 1571 
Human rights—1544 
Inter-American relations—1543, 
1567, 1573, 1577 
President's trip—1541, 1542, 1597, 1607, 1609, 
1610, 1613, 1615, 1634 
Soviet involvement—1439, 
1567 
Latin American Parliament—1433 
Law enforcement and crime 
Administration policies—1294, 
1337, 1537 
Costa Rican-U.S. extradition treaty—1572, 1610 


1558, 1562, 


1440, 1544, 1558, 


1311, 1323, 


A-8 


Law enforcement and crime—Continued 
Criminal justice—1499 
Drug abuse and trafficking—1249, 1279, 1312, 
1323, 1472, 1496, 1497, 1546, 1550, 1568 
Organized crime—1312, 1323, 1337, 1497- 
1499, 1546, 1550 
Penal institutions—1499 
Victim and witness protection—1297, 1323 
League. See other part of title 
Lebanon 
Minister of Foreign and Expatriate Affairs— 
1353n., 1635 
Peace efforts, international—1352, 1430, 1450, 
1456, 1485, 1555 
President—1278, 1330, 1352, 1464 
Lebanon, Americans for an Independent—1366n. 
Legal Services Corporation—1406, 1608 
Legion, American—1260n. 
Lesotho, South African commando attack—1593 
Liberia 
Agricultural assistance, U.S.—1447 
Head of State—1447 
Lions International—1472 
Lipizzaner horses. See Austria, Spanish Riding 
School of Vienna 
Loans, student. See Colleges and universities 
Locomotive Engineers, Brotherhood of—1489 
Long Island Rail Road (LIRR)}—1488, 1509 
Louisiana 
Governor—1495n., 1504 
President’s visit—1491, 1507, 1509 
Luxembourg, U.S. Ambassador—1419 


MBFR. See Mutual and Balanced Force Reduc- 
tions 

M.LA.’s. See Armed Forces, U.S. 

MX missile. See Arms and munitions 

Machinists and Aerospace Workers, International 
Association of —1489 

Management and Budget, Office of —1388 

Marathon, New York City. See New York City 
Marathon 

Marine Corps, U.S. See Navy, Department of the 

Marine Engineers Beneficial Association—1285n 

Maritime Commission. Federal—1550 

Marshals, U.S. See specific State 

Marshals Service, U.S. See Justice, Department of 

Mary McLeod Bethune Council House—1320 

Maryland, mayor of Baltimore—1534 

Mauritania, U.S. Ambassador—1357, 1379 

Medal. See other part of title 

Medicaid. See Health and medical care 

Medical care. See Health and medical care 

Medicare. See Health and medical care 

Mellon Bank—1292 

Mental Health Administration, Alcohol, Drug 
Abuse, and. See Health and Human Services, 
Department of 

Mental Retardation, President's Committee on— 
1305 

Mexico 
Caribbean Basin Initiative—1439, 1567, 1572 





Mexico—Continued 
Elections—1542 
Foreign Minister—1635 
President—1440 
President-elect—1281n., 1285, 1287 
President’s visit—1285n., 1287n. 
Relations with U.S.—1285 
Miami Citizens Against Crime. See Florida 
Michigan, satellite broadcast—1331 
Middle East 
See also specific country 
Iraq-Iran war—1447 
Multinational Force and Observers. See United 
Nations 
Peace efforts, international—1258, 1330, 1373, 
1430, 1456, 1461, 1463, 1485, 1564, 1582 
President’s emissary in consultations—1279, 
1280, 1330 
Special Representative, U.S.—1456, 
1461, 1463, 1473, 1592, 1607, 1610 
Military Construction Authorization Act—1320, 
1329 
Military Manpower Task Force—1378-1380 
Military, U.S. See Armed Forces, U.S. 
Milwaukee Brewers—1378 
Mine Safety and Health Review Commission, 
Federal—1279, 1550 
Minorities 
See also Civil rights 
Businesses—1406, 1630, 1632 
Minority Business Development 
Commerce, Department of 
Missing Children Act—1297, 1323 
Mississippi, U.S. marshal-—1508, 1509 
Missouri 
Disaster declaration—1635 
Governor—1375 
Satellite broadcast—1348 
Monetary Fuad, International—1511, 1542, 1545, 
1557, 1564, 1568, 1574 
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